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My Mom: Margaret Brown                                        
“Our mom is generous, friendly, kind, sweet, funny, 
nice, caring and takes care of me all of the time. I 
don’t know what I would do without her in our life. 
Our mom is different from all of the other mom’s 
because she works 5 days a week, and she went to 
a night school to get a real estate license, and she 
studied for 2 months straight and took care of the 
whole family at the same time, and she still passed 
the test for the first time she had ever taken the test!”                                                                    
~Courtney (9) & Brittany Brown (12) 

My Mom: Lori Warren                                                 
“I love my mom because she teaches me 
how to love by being so loving herself.”            

~ Benny Chesney, 8yrs                                           
(Pictured above with his mom Lori) My Mom: Marilyn Howes                                        

“My mom is the greatest because she has so much 
love to give and she teaches her children and grand-
children so many things...to enjoy the simple things 
in life, to treat everything and everyone with respect, 
and to appreciate all of the blessings that are given 

to us each and every day. Happy Mother’s Day Mom!               
We love you, Michele, Joe, Jessica, and Joseph             
(A rare case: Two generations of Woodlands moms 

living in their own homes in the Woodlands!) 

My Mom: Ann Bonano                                          
“Why is your mom the greatest mom?”                    
Kurtis: “She likes me and takes good care of me.” 
Danny: “She helps me with my homework.”              
Sarah: “She makes me pancakes in the morning.’                                                                  

What makes their 
mom different from 
all of the other 
moms? Kurtis: “She 
does not make us 
clean our rooms fre-
quently, only on the 
days before the               
cleaning lady 
comes.”  Danny: 
“She has red hair.”                                                    

George Bonano 
says that his wife 

Ann is the greatest 
mom because “she 
always puts the needs 

of the kids first instead of her work life or personal 
life.”  George also says what makes his wife stand 
out from all of the other moms is that “she lets me 
keep my old 1965 Plymouth Belvedere                              
stuffed in the garage!”  

 

May 2006 
Celebrating Woodlands                  

Moms! 
“My mom is the greatest because she is a lot of 
fun. She makes us all laugh and have a great 
time. She will do anything to make you laugh.           
My mom is different from all the other moms               
because she knows  how to make us laugh after 
we have had a bad day. Sometimes she will  
embarrass us but it will still be really funny. She is 
caring, loving, funny, and the nicest mom I have 
ever known. I love my mom very much.                       
~ Joelle Stegner 

Mothers are supposed to 
be kind, caring, and nur-
turing; but what makes a 
mother great?  In my 
mother, I have observed 
her sense of patience 
and understanding that 
far exceeds what is ex-
pected from a 
mother.  My mother is 
the greatest because 
she always has an open 
ear and great input into 
all facets of life.   ~ Isaac Rose 

My Mom: Susan Bertolozzi                                                         
“The best thing about my mom is that she tucks 
me in at night and always hugs me and reads to 
me books sometimes.  Also she helps me in the 
monkey bars.  ~ Allison & Isabella Bertolozzi   

Marco Bertolozzi says that his wife is the best 
mom because “she treats me like one of her own  
-  the literal mother of 3...Allison 8yrs, Isabella 
4yrs, and me...42 going on 8 and 4 all over again 
- NEVER A DULL MOMENT! However hectic her 
schedule, she shares her hobbies with our kids 
and is there every moment of the way to comfort 
them. Whether swinging a racquet, the reading of 
a book, bedtime chats with the girls, or the 
warmth of hugging the kids, she never forgets the 
importance of family time.”  

Ann Bonano assists son Danny 
during a class party while little 
sister Sarah looks on.  

A mother is a person who  
seeing there are only four 

pieces of pie for five people, 
promptly announces                    

she never did care for pie.                                               
-Tenneva Jordan  

Gifts Mom Will LOVE! 
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• Don't make that face or it'll get stuck in that position! 
• Be careful or else you'll put your eye out. 
• What if everyone jumped into a well? Would you do it, too? 
• You have enough filth behind those ears to grow potatoes! 
• C'mon close that door! Were you raised in a barn? 
• If you don't have something nice to say, don't say anything at all. 
• Don't put that thing in your mouth; you don't know where it's been! 
• Eat your dinner...there are starving children in Africa. 
• Don’t chew with your mouth open.  
• Look both ways before crossing. 
• You can look, but don’t touch! 
• Don’t drink out of the milk bottle. 
• Turn off that light! Do you think we own the electric company?  
• Did you flush? 
• You can be anything you want to, if you just set your mind to it.  
• If you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all. 
• Wipe your feet!  
• Go ask your father.  
• It’s all fun and games until someone gets hurt. 
• Do I embarrass you?  
• Money doesn’t grow on trees.  
• You are so cute! 
• Don’t wipe your hands on your clothes. 
• This too, shall pass. 
• Let me kiss your boo-boo…                                                                               

Mommy will make it all better.  
• I will always love you. 

Momisms 

   Every year I get calls from par-
ents asking about the National 
Youth Leadership Conferences. 
The impressive invitation implies 
that your son or daughter has been 
nominated by a teacher, counselor, 
or school administrator, when it fact 
it may have been another student 
who attended one of the confer-
ences last summer. It’s more about 
marketing than merit.  

   Bill Fitzsimmons, the longtime 
Dean of Admissions at Harvard 
University, addressed the issue of 
summer programs at a College 
Board Conference I attended sev-
eral years ago. Bill indicated that a 
competitive college can’t give appli-
cants “points” for participation in 
these programs “because they are 
purchased.” An experienced high 
school counselor, reflecting on his 
own child’s participation in an Ox-
bridge program, says “the value 
added to a student’s profile by pro-
grams like these has diminished, in 
that it may look like just another 
nice thing that affluent families can 
do to make their kids look good. 
However, if a kid wants to do this 
for the experience and the learning, 
it’s great.” 

   Under what circumstances will a 
summer program likely enhance a 
college application? Here are some 
features to look for: 

• If located on a college cam-
pus, the program is sponsored by 
that college, or a department within 
that college, not an outside organi-
zation or consortium. The excep-
tion would be outreach programs 
developed for students from low 
income families or students of un-
der-represented minority status. 

• The program is selective; not 
everyone who applies is accepted. 
Exceptions might be programs 
designed to introduce students to a 
particular major, like architecture or 

engineering. If nothing else, a sum-
mer program in architecture gives a 
student a head start putting to-
gether a portfolio, and an aspiring 
engineer an understanding of what 
engineering is all about. UC, for 
instance, wants engineering appli-
cants to address why they are in-
terested in engineering in the Per-
sonal Statement. 

• The program is low or no cost; 
if not, financial aid is available for 
students who would otherwise not 
be able to afford to attend. 

The program is taught by regular 
college faculty, not part-time in-
structors or summer hires. Univer-
sity faculty members can serve as 
mentors and advocates for high 
school students they believe will be 
assets to their departments. They 
may be willing to write a recom-
mendation and submit it to the 
admissions office, or at least ver-
bally advocate for the student. 

   Even a high cost summer pro-
gram can work to an applicant’s 
advantage if the experience helps 
that student fine tune goals and 
aspirations, and gain confidence 
and insight into his or her sense of 
self - colleges refer to this as self-
realization, and it will be reflected in 
an applicant’s personal statement 
and responses to short essay 
questions on the application. I’ve 
seen a student accomplish the 
same level of personal growth 
through a paid summer internship 
for the city of Walnut Creek - with 
the maintenance department, no 
less. So think locally as well as 
globally, and look for a program 
that’s a good match for your son or 
daughter, be it educational, recrea-
tional, or extra-curricular. 

Pat Brands                                                                                                     
College & Career Counselor, 
Northgate                      
brandsp@mdusd.k12.ca.us 

Summer Enrichment          
Programs for Students 

Out-Of-The-Box Mother’s Day Gift Guide 
♦ Create a coupon book just for mom. Include coupons for an uninter-

rupted nap, a great big hug, foot massage, quiet reading time, etc.  

♦ Clean the house for mom or hire a cleaning service to do the job!  

♦ Give her an “at home” spa day. Let mom relax in the tub, then pamper 
her hands and feet with lotion and nail polish.  

♦ Arrange for a distant relative or long time friend to make a surprise visit 
or phone call to mom.  

♦ Taxi mom around for a day. Take her to all of her favorite places! 

♦ Husbands, watch the kids for a couple of hours so mom can go shop-
ping or to the salon. She’ll love you for it!  

♦ Have a movie night at home for mom. Rent all of mom’s favorite movies 
and get plenty of her favorite snacks!  

♦ Make a homemade card for mom. Be sure to tell her how special she is! 

♦ Clean mom’s car  - inside & out!  

http://www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Association           
Board of Directors 
James Tilley                               
President                                                              
Bill Swanson                                 
Vice President                                                     
Elsie Witt                                      
Secretary & Advertising                                                 
Ed Wohlers                                  
Treasurer                                  
Shawn Rizzo                                    
Newsletter Editor     
Steve Elster                                     
Special Projects                             
John Gregory                                
Webmaster  

Kay Ready                                            
Newsletter Distribution               
Manager 

See board email ID’s at: 
www.WoodlandsAssn.org 

Woodlands Newsletter 
is a monthly                            
publication.                         
Previous  issues are 
posted on our website. 
Next Board Meetings:                        
5.6.06 @ 8:15am                  
6.3.06 @ 8:15am                
Carl’s Jr. Conference Rm. 

Woodlands residents             
are encouraged to               
attend board meetings 
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   The Northgate High School Lit-
tleTheatre construction is well under-
way. When you stop by the high 
school you can see the pieces coming 
together. You have also likely seen 
extra activity at our Valle Verde ele-
mentary school on Peachwillow Lane. 
Some key events normally scheduled 
for the old theatre at the high school 

have been taking place at Valle Verde 
including the Northgate annual senior 
student fashion show that filled up our 
streets and the Multi Use Room at 
Valle Verde just a month ago. In just a 
few more months the new Little Thea-
tre will be ready to open. Our North-
gate Pride Foundation still needs 
funds to fit out sound, lighting and the 

changing rooms for the theatre. If you 
can help at all with donations, see 
www.northgatepride.org  for de-
tails...or send donations directly to 
NGPF, PO Box 31652, Walnut Creek, 
CA 94598. 

By J Tilley 

Valle Verde MUR Stepping in for Northgate Little Theatre 

   Our Woodlands CERT graduates 
have been working behind the scenes 
to continue our foundation for a pre-
pared Woodlands. Recall that “CERT” 
stands for Community Emergency 
Response Training. Our CERT gradu-
ates from the Woodlands made it 
through nearly 20 hours of training 
over a six week period last year. The 
Woodlands now has over 50 individu-
als that have been CERT Trained and 
“certified”. This training has been con-
ducted by the City of Walnut Creek 
periodically for the past few years and 
the session last fall was primarily for 

our Woodlands participants.  

   As a result, these graduates have 
further volunteered for six specific 
Woodlands preparedness projects 
headed by small CERT teams. These 
project teams include Organization 
and Skills Assessment, Resources 
plans, Storage design alternatives, 
Communications, Preparedness Plan 
development and Plan testing & main-
tenance. This group now has named 
volunteers in each of the small project 
teams. Significant progress has been 
made in the Plan development headed 
by George Jardim and the neighbor-

hood Skills assessment headed by 
Marlene Clark... both are CERT gradu-
ates. Last month, Marlene and George 
reviewed their progress with the City of 
Walnut Creek. We will be hosting sev-
eral open meetings in the next few 
months to review this progress and 
discuss direction with our Woodlands 
neighbors. Please support these pro-
jects by offering your help and advice 
wherever possible and attending their 
brief review sessions. We will an-
nounce the review sessions in the next 
few newsletters.  

By the Board 

Emergency Preparedness Next Steps 
A Community Prepared 

   The Walnut Creek City Council voted  
4-1 in a special community meeting on 
Feb. 27 to move forward without delay on 
building a new downtown library. The 
meeting was attended by more than 250 
community members. 

   As part of the decision, the City Council 
approved a revised site plan and author-
ized Group 4 Architects to proceed with 
design concepts for the new 42,000-
square-foot facility. The revised site plan 

moves the library further south along 
Broadway into the existing library parking 
lot and away from Civic Park. The plan 
encompasses parking for 170 vehicles in 
a one-level underground garage and a 
small surface lot – 130 fewer parking 
spaces than originally proposed. 

   At the same meeting, the council mem-
bers endorsed State Proposition 81, the 
California Reading and Literacy Improve-
ment and Public Library Construction and 

Renovation Bond Act of 2006, which will 
be on the June 6 Primary Election ballot. 
If approved by state voters, Walnut 
Creek is slated to receive an $18.2 mil-
lion grant to help build the downtown 
library. 

   More information and illustrations are 
on the city’s website,  www.walnut-
creek.org. 

~ This article is provided by the              
WC Library Foundation 

City Update on Downtown Library Project 

In an announcement Tuesday, April 25, State Superintendent of Schools Jack O’Connell 
made it official. Valle Verde has been named a 2006 California Distinguished School!  

Congratulations Valle Verde!!                                                      
2006 California Distinguished School 

http://www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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3 GOOD PAINTERS: FAST, CLEAN & NEAT. Interior & Exterior.            
Exceptional prep work. All your painting needs. Acoustic removal,                     
wallpaper removal, drywall repair, texturing. CUSTOM WORK TO REPAINTS. 
Many References. Free estimates. 925-935-7593 Lic. 740315 

HANDYMAN: Quality work.  Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry, Linoleum, 
Tile, Windows, Doors. Woodlands References.  Paul 676-6607 

Deadline: 15th of Each Month                                              

Contact:  Elsie Witt  925-935-0463  
  ewitt@woodlandsassn.org                    
PLEASE MAIL 1 copy of your ad & payment to: 
“Woodlands Association”                                                 
P.O. Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598                                  
WANT ADS                            
Line Ad with a maximum of 30 words.                                                  
Woodlands Residents                   $8.00                                                          
Non-Woodlands Residents              $13.00 

Business ADS                                                     
(Guidelines) *Please submit ONE copy of your ad in the size you have chosen.                                     

*There is a one time set up fee for ads that need                       
layout/design or artwork.                                                                  
Set-Up Fees are as follows:                                                                                   
1/8 page ads      $5.00                                                  
1/4, 1/2 and full page ads   $10.00                                                                

Color paper is only offered for FULL Page Ads. Colors: blue, green, yellow. 

Full Page, white paper    $80.00                                                             
Full Page, colored paper    $85.00                                                                             
1/2 Page      $45.00                                                                                                            
1/4 Page      $25.00                                                                                                            
1/8 Page (Woodlands Residents)   $15.00                             
1/8 Page  (Non-Woodlands Residents)   $18.00 

Advertising Rates 

HAULING COMPANY: Woodlands resident eager to aid neighbors’ 
waste problems! We haul and/or perform additional services such as 
demolition, garage/shed clean-out, tree trimming, and much more!          
CALL US TODAY! (925)934-3743 or visit  www.dumploadsonus.com 

Services 

Want Ads Page 4 

www.WoodlandsAssn.org 

Advertiser Quick Reference 
3 Good Painters             935-7593 
Arreola Landscaping      709-8561 
Bay Healing                    935-2502 
Brana Home Repair       283-1107           
CA Custom Carpets        828-7810  
David Galindo, Intero     945-4575 
Dumploads On Us          934-3743 
Executive Brokers          974-1170 
Green’s Lawn Service    827-0103 
Handyman Paul Fleck    676-6607 
Happy Nest Childcare    934-8396 
Chris Moulis, Kropa       979-0730 
Food By Hand         415-341-FOOD        

Huntington Learning    944-8774 
Light Speed Networks  437-4268 
Marc Graves, Realty     935-5895                                                                   
McLaughlin Remax 877-473-6425 
Newpane Windows   800-614-7263 
Neck/Back Pain Ctr     947-1507 
Painting, Paul Morris   939-2498  
Roger Studebaker        595-3934 
Sheri Nodder            975-5244    
Fast Dri Steam Clean   937-4042 
Julian’s Bistro         288-9239 
Genesis Triangle          945-7622 
Fair Oaks Church         687-4810

Dear Loyal Advertisers,                                             
Thank you for being so patient while we switch 

advertising hands from Shawn Rizzo to Elsie Witt.  
Please make note to mail all ads and payments to:                       

Woodlands Association                                  
P.O. Box 31085, Walnut Creek, 94598                        

To place a new ad or to change your ad, please 
contact Elsie Witt at  935-0463 or                             

elsiejwitt@aol.com 

FOUND 
Found  a *RING*  while walking in the Woodlands:            
Call to identify & pay for ad. 939-9570  

mailto:ewitt@woodlandsassn.org
http://www.dumploadsonus.com
http://www.WoodlandsAssn.org
mailto:elsiejwitt@aol.com
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Annual Library Walk Set for May 6 
Raises Funds for Children’s Summer reading Programs 
   Registration starts at 8 a.m. at the Ygnacio 
Valley Library. The walk starts at 9 a.m., followed 
by a special Walk Celebration in front of the 
Downtown Library from 10:30 a.m. to noon. 

   Registration fee is $25 for individuals and $30 
for families.  

   For more information and registration forms, 
visit the public library, go to www.wclibrary.org, 
or call the Walnut Creek Library Foundation at 
925.935.5395. 

I can help you do it!                        
HYPNOSIS WORKS!!            

Safe ~~ Powerful ~~ Effective 
*Weight Loss *Stress Reduction 

*Pain Management *Habit Control 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE                            
FOR KIDS & TEENS 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION!            
BAY HEALING                                                                 
CERTIFIED HYPNOTHERAPIST                           

925-935-2502                                           
NORTHGATE AREA 

info@bayhealing.com 
www.bayhealing.com 

Ready to Make 
Those Changes? 

$50 Off                    
Diagnostic Test 

http://www.WoodlandsAssn.org
http://www.wclibrary.org
mailto:info@bayhealing.com
http://www.bayhealing.com


May 2006  Calendar of Events 
VV=Valle Verde  FH=Foothill  NG=Northgate 

5 Reasons Why You NEED a Personal Chef! 
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All too often our busy life-styles force us to choose 

fast food or tasteless frozen entrees when we’d much rather enjoy the               
benefits of  good, home-cooked meals.  

Unfortunately, our schedules leave us little time to plan, shop for and                       
prepare the kind of food we’d like to eat.  

Food by Hand, Personal Chef Service, is your “What’s for Dinner?” solution!  

  Food by Hand offers you:                                                                                      
 * Customized Menus                                                                                                           
 * Meal Prep in your home                                                                                                           
 * Variety of Healthy Menus                                                                                                        
 * Grocery Shopping                    
 * Freshest Vegetables               
 * Fresh Fish                          
 * Top Quality Meats 

Fully licensed and insured. Please see 
my website for more information, or 

contact me for a consultation!  

1. The local pizza guy knows you as “Double Sausage, No Peppers”  

2. The vegetable bin in your refrigerator smells like “swamp”  

3. Your kids no longer fall for the “pancakes are too dinner food” speech  

4. Your silverware is buried under mounds of chopsticks, soy packets and              

    to go menus  

 5. Your kids call Rachel Ray the Magic Lady!  

Need a Break? 
 A Unique & Healthy Alternative  

www.foodbyhand.com                         

415.341.FOOD 

Monday, May 1 - Thursday, May 4:  VV Book Fair in MUR                                                                                                                                                          
Tuesday, May 2:    VV Kindergarten Registration 9-11am or 1-3pm                                                                                                           
Wednesday, May 3:   VV Registration for new students grades 1-5                                                                                                                  
Thursday, May 4:    FH Drama “Attack of the Pom Pom Zombies”  FH MUR 7-9pm                                                                                      
Friday, May 5:         FH Drama “Attack of the Pom Pom Zombies”  FH MUR 7-9pm                                                                                            
Friday, May 5:         VV 5th Grade Panoramic Picture 1pm                                                                                                                             
Saturday, May 6:        Walk The Library Walk 9am-noon.  Ygnacio Valley Branch Library. 2661 Oak Grove Rd. to Downtown Branch 
    Library.  Details: www.wclibrary.org                                                                                                                       
Saturday, May 6:    Movies Under The Stars: Wallace & Gromit, Heather Farm Park @ dusk. Free admission.                                               
Saturday, May 13:   Annual Creek Clean Up Day. Civic Park @ 9am. Call Lesley Hunt at 925-937-6791 for details                                             
Saturday, May 13:   Cabana Club Opens!!!                                                                                                                                                      
Sunday, May 14:    Mother’s Day                                                                                                                                                                        
Monday, May 15:     Parent Education: Current Drug Trends , Northgate Library 7-9pm                                                                                         
Friday,  May 19:    WC Seniors Club Anniversary Celebration 6-10pm, Civic Park Community Center                                                                                             
Saturday, May 20:   Movies Under The Stars: Madagascar, Heather Farm Park @ dusk. Free admission.                                               
Saturday, May 20:        ARF: Animals on Broadway @ Broadway Plaza, 11am-4pm. Pet photos, contests, games, prizes, etc.                           
    Contact Judy Bentley for booth or info: 296-3154                                                                                                                                                                                            
Saturday, May 20-Sun, May 21:  Art on the Main,  Arts & Crafts on Main Street                                                                                                                  
Monday,  May 29:    8th Annual Tournament of the Creek  Boundary Oak Golf Course, Joe Paclebar, President, 925-939-0119                              
Monday, May 29:   City’s Annual Memorial Day Observance, Civic Park @ 10am.                                                                                      
Tuesday, May 30:        VV Jr. Choir @ 6:30pm, Honorary Service Awards @ 7pm & Choir Concert @7:30pm                                              
Wednesday, May 31:        FH Open House 7-8:45pm  

http://www.WoodlandsAssn.org
http://www.foodbyhand.com
http://www.wclibrary.org

