
lhank you to all for another successful 4th of 
July Parade and Barbecue! This year’s parade 
reminded me of something right out of a Norman 
Rockwell painting. There were pre-parties for 
decorating bicycles, scooters and go carts in 
the 016 Red, White & Blue. Families gathering 
together, sharing stories of past parades, while 
children decorated for the big parade starting 
at Valle Verde. Winding its way through the 
neighborhood the parade, lead by the much 
anticipated big red fire truck, to the joy of the 

children & spectators along the way, ending at the Cabana Club with a big wet finish 
as the firemen cooled the children off with a real 
fire-hose! In the eyes of a child there is nothing 
quite like being sprayed by a real fire-hose. The 
barbecue and games provided a wonderful day .  
that would not have been possible without the 
collective efforts by local friends, residents and 
families. Watching the children running around 
all day so excited and having so much fun made all 
the efforts worthwhile. A special thanks to all for 
their help and support. 

By: Marc Graves 
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The MDUSD Board of Education voted 5-0 on July 17th to place a school parcel 
tax before the voters by June 30, 2008.  This is the first step towards placing the tax 
before the voters.  The amount of the parcel tax, duration, and what it would cover 
will be considered once additional information has been gathered by the district. 

Our schools are one of the key reasons many of us chose to settle in the Woodlands. 
As we have all read and heard from friends, neighbors and the press our school 
district is working hard to provide our teachers equitable pay and benefits appropriate 
to their roles and in line with the surrounding school districts. 

Our Mount Diablo Unified School District (MDUSD) is in negotiations with 
our teachers for a new and fair contract for the coming school year. In question 
are salaries and, of course, benefits. The hottest dilemma on the table is that our 
MDUSD currently only provides paid dental & vision benefits, but no paid medical 
coverage. Medical is not covered because teachers voted in 2000 to take a pay raise 
of about $3,600 in lieu of medical benefits choosing to pay for medical coverage out 
of their salaries. Since 2000 the cost of family medical coverage has skyrocketed to 
over $14,000 per year. So the teachers want to regain full medical benefits and are 
also negotiating salary increases. However, looking at salaries only, our MDUSD is 
competitive with surrounding districts that are similarly funded, but not with those 
districts that have more money that MDUSD. 

Exacerbating this situation is the fact that the MDUSD’s student population is 
actually dropping. State funding is based on student enrollment so fewer students 
mean decreased revenue to the MDUSD.  Although it would seem that as student 
numbers drop costs would drop as well but this is not the case. The loss of one 
student in each grade at each elementary school would reduce MDUSD’s budget by 
about $1 million, with no accompanying reduction in the costs (the loss of a single 
student in one grade does not equal any reduction in teaching staff, other staff, or 
other costs). Also interestingly, the unrestricted state funds that can be used directly 
for teachers salary & benefit increases is significantly lower per student than the 
surrounding school districts. 

MDUSD simply does not have enough funding for what our teachers are requesting. 
It turns out that the surrounding school districts simply have more funding per 
student. Firstly, as mentioned above, the surrounding districts get more unrestricted 
funding from the state. Surrounding districts also have parcel taxes in place for 
the schools. Examples include Moraga where property owners pay two taxes… 
$325/year for elementary/middle schools and $189/year to the Acalanes high school 
district totaling $514/year. Another example is the Piedmont School District where 
property owners pay a $1,800/year parcel tax for schools. (continued on page 3)

4th of July Parade and BBQ 1

Parcel Tax on Ballot (MDUSD) 2-3

Woodlands Swim Team Wins 3

Sign-Ups for Disaster Training 3

More on our Open Spaces 4

Let’s Thank the Cabana Club 4

Money Magazine Coming to Us 5

Stars and Strips in Our Homes 5

Woodlands Crime Report 6-7

Want Ads 8

Advertise With Us 9

Page 2

www.WoodlandsAssn.org               August 2007

James Tilley ~ President
Bill Swanson ~ Vice President

Ed Wohlers ~ Treasurer
Elsie Witt ~ Secretary

Marc Graves ~ Newsletter Advertising
John Gregory ~ Webmaster

Maggie Ryan ~ Newsletter Editor

Kay Ready ~ Newsletter Distribution Manager

Board email ID’s can be found at www.WoodlandsAssn.org

Newsletter printed by
Minuteman Press

(925) 256-6444

Saturday August 11th 
and 

Saturday September 1st

PARCEL TAX TO BE PLACED ON 2008 BALLOT 
BY MDUSD SCHOOL BOARD



Page 3

www.WoodlandsAssn.org               August 2007

Woodlands Swim Team Wins the 21st Annual All-City Meet
The Woodlands Swim Team won the All-City Swim Meet for the 4th year in a row by 
117 points this year (last year we won by 7 ½ points).  The event was held at the Clark 
Memorial Swim Center at Heather Farms.  The two-day event was held July 14-15th.  It 
was a great team effort enjoyed by all.  Congratulations to all the Woodlands swimmers! 
If you are interested in joining the Woodlands team next summer - no experience necessary 
- ages 5 to 18 - please contact Tracey Garber at traceygarber@sbcglobal.net. 

By Ed Wohlers

SIGN-UPS FOR FALL DISASTER TRAINING AVAILABLE
   Community Emergency Response Training (CERT)

Free CERT classes will start on Wednesday, September 19th through October 24th .  These classes are held 
very close to the Woodlands at the Contra Costa Fire District Training Center located at 2945 Treat Boulevard. 
Nearly 50 Woodlands households now have been trained. Learn how to help yourself and your neighbors in the 
event of various disaster types through Community Emergency Response Team training. 

The free six-week course includes lessons on suppressing small fires, shutting off utilities, light search and res-
cue, disaster First Aid, and local CERT team organization and processes.

Graduates are assigned to a CERT Area. Our leader is George Jardim who graduated from the Woodlands 
training session conducted last year. George’s group is called the Valle Verde CERT group. If a disaster strikes, 
CERT team members are trained to check and assess their own families and homes first, and then assemble at a 
pre-designated site to work together to respond to the needs of the community.

Classes meet weekly and run from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. To register contact our Walnut Creek Community 
Relations Manager, Gayle Vassar at Vassar@walnut-creek.org or call her office at 943-5899 ext. 189.

By J Tilley

 

Teachers can get similar or higher pay plus regain their medical benefits in surrounding school districts and we have too 
many cases of quality, experienced teachers leaving our school district for appointments in other districts.  Needless to say, 
maintaining the quality of our schools also helps protect the Woodlands property values. 

A parcel tax would bring us closer to a level playing field and reduce the competitive pay/benefits disadvantage in relation 
to the surrounding school districts.  A parcel tax would be used to pay for teacher salaries, special programs, etc. and 
requires two thirds majority vote to pass. Parcel taxes are assessed as a fixed amount per property parcel. Every property 
owner pays the same. Contrast this to a school bond issue. School bonds require 55% voter approval to pass and then are 
assessed to home owners based on the assessed value of your property. School bonds are typically for school buildings and 
various infrastructure improvements and cannot be used for programs. Of course bond assessments would vary from home 
to home.

Keep your eyes and ears open on this item. Information sources on the teachers’ contract negotiations on the web include 
our MDUSD website under “negotiations news updates”.  For a broad view of the issues see the website of Paul Strange. 
Mr. Strange is a member of our school district board.  See www.strangelaw.net                              

By J Tilley

(continued) PARCEL TAX TO BE PLACED ON 2008 BALLOT 
BY MDUSD SCHOOL BOARD
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OPEN SPACE OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAMILIES
We’ve likely all been to the large wildlife enclosure near the Bayberry Drive entrance to our beautiful Open 
Space. The enclosure contains a dam and water catch that fills up during the rainy season in December through 
April. It attracts Mallard Ducks, lots of frogs, occasional Canadian Geese, as well as our local Coyote and the 
like. You can clearly see the pond coming down Ygnacio Valley Road from Clayton. This enclosure was exca-
vated and enclosed back in 1990 and has been a continuous hit with kids and adults alike. Students from Valle 
Verde have collected mud samples and tadpoles for science projects here for over 15 years now.    

The Walnut Creek Open Space Founda-
tion has come to us for help. The area has 
become overgrown with non-indigenous 
plants and weeds, particularly with black 
mustard, which leaves large dry stalks and 
makes access to the pond difficult. The 
protected enclosure is no longer providing 
the wildlife benefits that it was initially 
intended to provide… nor is it easy access 
for our young future scientists. 
   
Removing the black mustard plants, and 
any other exotic, invasive plants would 
make an excellent project for some Wood-
lands families or possibly a local girl scout 
or boy scout troop. The open space founda-
tion is looking to us for help to take on the 
challenge to clean it up. 

Once cleaned up, we could then plants some riparian species (willows, cottonwoods and similar but indigenous 
species) in the wetland area, some oaks in the upper banks, and then perhaps some native grasses and wildflow-
ers. The Woodlands Board has met with Bob Simmons, President of the Walnut Creek Open Space Foundation, 
and he thinks the Foundation can certainly provide real technical assistance and help Woodlands volunteers with 
the plantings mentioned above. This joint effort can make this valuable resource more accessible to our families 
and schools once again. 

Contact either Jim Tilley of the Woodlands Board (jptilley @astound.net) or Bob Simmons of the Open Space 
Foundation (robertsimmons @astound.net) if you would like to lead, help, or otherwise volunteer for this ef-
fort… or if you just have questions. 

By J Tilley

We all thank the Cabana Club for a glorious afternoon on the 4th of July.
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MONEY MAGAZINE COMING TO THE WOODLANDS!
Money magazine has some takers on this request from our last month newsletter and is looking for one 
or two more. Recall that Eric Schurenberg was a one-time Woodlands resident on Cassena Drive and 
is now the managing editor of Money Magazine. Their readership is in the millions. Eric is looking for 
one or two more Woodlands families who’d like to be featured in an upcoming issue of Money. 

As part of the story, a Money writer will come and visit each 
family to talk about their lives and their financial goals and 
strategies. Each family then sits down with one or more of the 
Bay Area’s well known financial planners for an in-depth meet-
ing. This is a great opportunity but you have to be frank about 
how you handle your finances — so this is not an opportunity for 
someone who gets embarrassed talking about money… espe-
cially their money. But the outcome is a revised plan that should 
make it far easier for your family to handle needs and reach 
goals you may have. Plus, you get to read about yourself in the 
magazine.

If you’re interested in being part of this story… and getting per-
sonal advice from a local financial professional… send a note to 
Eric at managing_editor@moneymail.com

By J Tilley

STARS AND STRIPES AT EVERY HOUSE IN THE WOODLANDS
A thank you again this year for placing a US Flag at every Woodlands home. The 
Woodlands Board thanks Steve Poirier and Ron Vallerga of the Executive Brokers. 
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WOODLANDS CRIME REPORT
              Thank you to Marilyn Todacheene 

for compiling this report from the WCPD website



WOODLANDS CRIME REPORT
              Thank you to Marilyn Todacheene 

for compiling this report from the WCPD website
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SERVICES

HANDYMAN:   Quality work.  Electrical, 
Plumbing, Carpentry, Linoleum, Tile, Windows, 
Doors.  Woodlands References. Please call Paul 
@676-6607.

Junk Removal Specialist:  We haul residential and 
commercial junk for the best prices in the East 
Bay!  To schedule an appointment or if you have 
any questions please call us @ (925) 934-3743 or 
visit our website at:  www.DUMPLOADSONUS.
COM

NEED A BABYSITTER?  You are in luck!  
Guille Freschl is willing, reliable, flexible babysit-
ter.   Northgate student and Woodlands resident, 
who has prior experience.  Available anytime.
Please call Guille @  939-4389
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MARC Advertising Rates & Sizes 
Please note: the actual sizes below allow for binding/bleed space. Size = height x width in inches 
 Full Page – 10 x 7.5 - $80/month 
 ½ Page – 5 x 7.5  - $45/month 
 ¼ Page – 5 x 3.5 - $25/month 
 ¼ Page on back cover - $45/month 
 1/8 Page – 2.5 x 3.5 - $15/month 
 Want Ads - line ad with 30 words or less:   
 $5 Woodlands Residents, $13 Non-Residents 

Next Advertising Deadline 
Please submit all ads and              

payments for the next issue by                 
August 15, 2007                         

Submission Guidelines 
• Please submit your ad in the actual size/dimensions listed above. 
• Ad should be formatted with any artwork you want included at the time of submittal. 
• If your ad needs layout/design or artwork, there is an additional $10 design fee. 
• We love DIGITAL FILES! If you can provide a digital file of your ad, please email it to madmacsdad@aol.com .                     

We accept PDF, Microsoft Publisher, and MS Word documents. 
• If you only have a paper copy of your ad, please mail it and the payment to:                                                                                                

Woodlands Association, PO Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 
• Payment is due when you submit your ad. Please make checks payable to “Woodlands Association” and mail to:                            

PO Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 

To Advertise in the Woodlands Newsletter,                                           
Contact Marc Graves 925-336-6272 or madmacsdad@aol.com 

Advertise With Us! 




