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Bay Area Housing Crisis Hits the Woodlands…

By Ron Chesney

Over the next several months, as the owner of the Citrus
Circle office buildings proceed with the city permit process,
re-development plans for the site will become clear. It is my
understanding that the project planned is like other recent
developments in our city; that is, high-density townhouses and
multi-story condominiums.
Case in point is the Via Monte housing that’s about to start
construction behind the Orchards Safeway. This building is
going to be a large multi-story condominium complex and
bring much needed customers into the shopping center which
still has many vacant storefronts. Combine this with the huge
athletic center under construction at the former Contra Costa
Times site, and the planned Extended Care Facility next door…
can you picture it? The Shadelands, and our end of town, will
become more urban as these developments are completed.
Yes, we need more housing, and developers will always push for the highest density possible because it’s
the most profitable. Our city leaders, based on recent downtown and Shadelands developments, will likely
approve of this for Citrus Circle under the guise that it will be good for the community by helping with the
housing shortage and giving more people the opportunity to buy into the neighborhood…is that the true
reality?
We’re at a critical juncture for our community; the Bay Area housing crisis has arrived with million-dollar
‘starter’ homes becoming the norm. It’s time for residents of the Woodlands to become active in guiding what
happens here next. Of course, we can’t control area housing prices, or what our neighbors ask for when selling
their homes, but we can have a say in the density of our neighborhood and how it’s changing. Do you want this
urbanization to continue; are you comfortable with the change, or are you worried that the character of the
Woodlands will soon be a distant memory?
Whatever your opinion, I urge you to speak up and get involved. We have a great association with a newsletter
that can be a vehicle to express your views…please keep the conversation going. Let’s influence our city
planners before this development gets away from us and we are forced to live with the consequences!
Thank you, Woodlands Association and neighbors, for making this community our home.
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Who to Contact?
The Woodlands Association receives some emails and questions about many issues that are
best resolved by contacting the following agencies directly. The following is a reference guide:
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Walnut Creek Code Enforcement, 925-256-3508 or 925-943-5863
The Code Enforcement Division of the Community Development Department is responsible for enforcing provisions of the Walnut Creek Municipal Code involving quality of life and neighborhood quality
issues. http://www.walnut-creek.org/citygov/depts/cd/nuisance_abatement_n_code_enforcement.asp
Walnut Creek Police Department, 925-943-5844
http://www.walnut-creek.org/citygov/depts/police/default.asp
To report a suspicious circumstance, call 925-935-6400
Oversized Vehicle Reporting, Sandy Mulligan: Parking Lead Services Officer, 925-943-5874
Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District (Pests and Insect Issues), 925-771-6196
http://www.contracostamosquito.com/programs_services_index.htm
Contra Costa Water District, 925-688-8000
Water conservation, information, gardening resources, moneysaving tips. http://www.ccwater.com
Allied Waste Services of Contra Costa County, 925-603-1144
http://www.pleasanthillbayshoredisposal.com
Valley Waste Management (recycling and yard waste service): 925-935-8900
Canal Maintenance, 925-313-2235
The canal is part of the Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Maintained by
the Public Works Department
Graffiti Reporting: City of Walnut Creek, 925-943-5854
Contra Costa County Animal Control, 925-335-8300
After business hours, contact the Walnut Creek Police through Dispatch Center at 925-935-6400.
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=59
Street Maintenance: 925-943-5854
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Charlie Freschl- Retiring after 22 Years of Service to the Woodlands Association
By Bill Gilmyers

Since he moved to the Woodlands in 1996, Charlie Freschl has volunteered as one of our two Newsletter
Delivery Leads. That’s right, if you live in the Northeast half of the Woodlands and have read a single issue of
the newsletter since the first term of the Clinton administration (!), you’ve been able to do so because Charlie
helped the distribution team get it to your doorstep. Month-in and month out, year after year, Charlie has
diligently bundled the newsletters up, handed them off to his Block Captains and made sure they got out to all
of his neighbors. He has not always done it himself, sometimes enlisting his son Carl and daughter Guille to help
him out, offering them an opportunity to, as Charlie put it, “Get their first work experience.”
The newsletter you are reading today is different, as Charlie has decided to retire after his 22 years of service
to the Woodlands Association. As he noted, “In the last few months I ‘noticed’ that my kids have grown up and
I'm doing the route all by myself. Even the dog no longer joins me.” So, “It's time for me to move on from this
position and let the next family take over the fun.”
The Woodlands Association would
like to offer a hearty “Thank You”
to Charlie for his hard work for the
neighborhood. This is a special
place to live, and that’s made
possible by the hard work of our
neighbors like Charlie, done behind
the scenes without fanfare, who
make the Woodlands what it is.
Many thanks also to fellow
neighbor Bill Schasteen, who
has graciously agreed to assume
Charlie’s duties beginning in July.

www.WoodlandsAssn.org

Charlie Freschl at the Running of the Bulls in Pamplona, Spain

July 2018

Page 4

Meet your new Treasurer Pete DiNapoli!
The Woodlands Association is pleased to welcome
Peter DiNapoli, who will be serving as our new
treasurer. Peter earned his B.A. in Finance at CSU
Sacramento. He recently returned to the Bay Area
after living in the New York area for the past five
years. Peter is happy to be back to the beautiful
California weather where he can play year-round
golf! Peter and his wife, Lauren, recently welcomed
a beautiful baby girl, Hadley, this past November.
Peter enjoys spending time with his family and two dogs, Rufus and Emma. He is a licensed CPA
in the State of California.
Thanks to Robert Baldwin, Outgoing Secretary of the Woodlands Association
The Woodlands Association would like to thank Robert Baldwin for his service to the
Woodlands Association as Secretary; Robert’s term ends after the Board’s July meeting.
Robert joined the Board in 2016 and has supported our work by capturing our monthly
meeting minutes, and providing his ideas and energy as the Board has taken on a range of
issues over the last two years.
Thanks to Robert and we look forward to seeing you around the neighborhood!

Woodlands
Keeping You Informed For 50 Years

Advertise With Us!
For more information, contact:

woodlandswalnutcreek@gmail.com
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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This Month at the

Cabana Club
The Woodlands Cabana Club is officially open! Summer is finally here! The pool opened May 12. (At the time
of writing, this has not happened yet, but we will fill you in on all the festivities in next month’s snippet!) In
the meantime, please note our summer hours:
It's officially SUMMER at WOODLANDS! The Cabana
Club starts summer hours Friday June 8th - pool will
be open every day from 12:00 PM- 8:00 PM. Join
us for a BBQ under the Lanai or free swim under
the watchful eyes of our lifeguards. Team practice
has moved to its morning schedule, and lessons are
now available from Monday-Friday 12:00-2:00 and
4:30-6:00. Visit www.swimwoodlands.org for more
information.

Get ready for our annual 4TH OF JULY PARADE
and PARTY! A true Woodlands tradition. The
parade starts promptly at 11:30 in front of Valle Verde
Elementary School on Peachwillow and winds its way
to The Woodlands Cabana Club. The Cabana Club will
host our biggest party of the year, with food trucks,
ice cream, games, a full bar with Calicraft beer. This is
open to the public, so bring your friends and family for
a great celebration of the summer!

SLOW DOWN WOODLANDS - Anti-Speeding Campaign Update
By Susan Pfau

First and foremost, the Woodlands Association would like to thank all the residents who have shown us great
support in launching the Slow Down Woodlands anti-speeding campaign. Again, thank you to our lead sponsor
Dayna Wilson of Keller Williams and Tish Kanat of Dudum Real Estate for sponsoring the signage.
You’ve probably noticed while driving or walking in our neighborhood that several yellow signs are up in front
yards. The more signs we put up, the more impactful we will be. In fact, we just recieved our second shipment
of signs so if you don’t have one and would like one, please email us at woodlandswalnutcreek@gmail.com.
The next phase of our campaign will be to distribute flyers to fellow residents, vendors, friends and family who
visit – anyone we can think of to educate. If you are interested and available to help walk the neighborhood to
deliver the flyers to neighbors, please contact the Woodlands Association (woodlandswalnutcreek@gmail.com).
We can really use your help, so please let us know. We are also actively working with the Walnut Creek Police
Department to see how they can assist us.
As a reminder to us all; the hard truth is that the majority of the speeding is actually done by us so let’s please
be mindful of the speedometer. Saving a few seconds on time is not worth the possibility of hurting someone or
getting hurt. We must not only communicate with each other, but we have to be a little less selfish and think of
not just of our immediate needs but how our actions may affect others. By working together, we can keep our
neighborhood streets as safe as possible for our kids, pets and ourselves.
“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.”
-Edward Everett Hale

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Woodlands Animal Corner
Keep Your Pets Cool During the Dog Days of Summer
By National Weather Service (www.weather.gov)

The “dog days of summer” is a phrase used to describe the hot and humid days of summer. It
can be traced back thousands of years to the days of the Roman Empire. It refers to the dates
from July 03 through August 11, which is 20 days prior and 20 days after the star Sirius rises
and falls in conjunction with the sun. Sirius was known as the “Dog Star”, because it is the
brightest star in the constellation Canis Major (Large Dog).
The dangerous heat and humidity of these "dog days" can be harmful to not only humans,
but human's best friend and other animals as well. Pets are considered family to many
people, and in the event of an emergency, sometimes people will not evacuate if their pets
have to be left behind. To gather information on how to protect your pets this summer, the
National Weather Service reached out to Donnie Embrey, the Team Leader for Louisa Virginia
Community Animal Response Team. Donnie and his team are part of a non-profit organization
dedicated to emergency preparedness, response and management specifically focused on
preparedness and response for pets and their owners. Here are a few things to keep in mind
during the "dog days" this summer to help keep your pets safe."
Pets, just like humans, are susceptible to heat illness - make sure to keep your animals
hydrated! For dogs, Donnie says “A good general guideline is that a healthy dog should
drink between ½ and 1 ounce of water per pound of body weight each day under normal
conditions. Of course, any pet will need more water on hot and humid days and your pet’s
age, hair type, level of activity, medical history and any prior history of a prior heat related
illness may dictate that your pet needs more water than the average dog.” When it comes to
diet, Donnie says “reducing a pet’s food intake on warmer days can help the pet cope with the
heat, especially reducing the intake of grain-based foods that cause a metabolic spike in body
temperature.” A common misconception is that giving your pet a buzz cut in the summer is
a good idea, but that may not be best for your pet. “A pet’s coat acts as insulation, it keeps it
warm in the winter and cool in the summer by blocking the heat of the sun from reaching the
skin.” For example, “the several layers of the dog’s coat keep the heat out and air circulating.
If you remove the natural cooling process the dog will have a harder time coping with the
heat.” Check with a veterinarian or professional groomer to find out what’s best for your pet.

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Hot asphalt or cement can easily burn an animal’s paws, so try to minimize walking your pet
during the hottest part of the day. Not sure how hot the asphalt is? Place the back of your
hand on the asphalt - if it's too hot for you, it's too hot for them.
Also, as mentioned before, animals can suffer from heat illness. A few signs of heat illness in
pets are rapid or irregular heart rate, excessive drooling, lethargy, refusal to eat, or excessive
panting. “Panting is a normal cooling mechanism for a dog”, says Donnie, “but a very bad sign
for a cat. Be aware of excessive panting in dogs.” If you notice any of these signs of heat illness
“remove your pet from the heated environment and get it into a cooler environment. Apply
cool towels to the pet, remove the towels, wring out the warm water, re-wet and reapply.
Provide plenty of cool fresh water for the pet but be careful not to chill the pet.”
Last but not least, NEVER leave a pet unattended inside a vehicle. The temperature inside a
vehicle can rise very quickly and is just as dangerous for pets as it is for people. Rolling down
the windows is not a safe alternative. Keep these things in mind and have a safe and fun-filled
dog days of summer.

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Wildlife Watching in the Woodlands
By Monika Eckfield

Welcome to what I hope will be a semi-regular series of articles for The Woodlands newsletter! My
family and I moved to the Woodlands in 2015 after spending 20 years in San Francisco. Since then, the
neighborhood and the greater Walnut Creek area has seemed to reveal more and more about itself
to us in measured increments. We fell in love with the neighborhood the first time we saw it—the big
backyards, the friendly sidewalks with neighbors walking their dogs, the Cabana Club, the Canal Trail
and Pine Creek. But that was just the tip of the iceberg! I hope to share some of my experiences as a
Woodlands newcomer and capture some of the history and beauty of The Woodlands.
One of the first things I wondered about when we
moved in was the wildlife we heard and saw. In our
first year we spotted a North American Gray Fox
twice in our backyard, which opens onto the Lime
Ridge Open Space. Not only were we amazed to
see these lovely, stealthy creatures in our yard, but
fascinated to see that this member of the canine
family can climb trees! We learned from a naturalist
at Mt. Diablo State Park that the gray fox is one of
only two animals in the canine family who can climb
trees, the other being the East Asian Raccoon Dog.
Once we adopted our first canine pet (a miniature
poodle), the fox stopped dropping by. But there were
plenty of other wildlife to marvel over!
We took up a keen interest in bird watching and were amazed by how many different birdsongs we
could hear in our yard. We were accustomed to seeing and hearing Mourning Doves and Mocking
Birds in the City (the Mocking Birds often imitated the call of car alarms just as well as they did other
birds), but here in the Woodlands we became familiar with the sights and sounds of owls, hawks,
kites, vultures, House Finches, Red-Winged Blackbirds, Robins, Scrub Jays, Canada Geese, California
Towhees, woodpeckers, Western Bluebirds, and the enchanting ruffling sound of various species of
hummingbirds’ wings. Two Barn Swallow families crafted their mud nests near our front door and we
watched several swallow couples become parents and teach their fledglings to fly. This Spring the
house finches decided to make their nests inside the swallows’ mud nests before they returned from
their winter respite. Who knew finches would capitalize on another species’ nests? We did not, and we
tried to resist making jokes about the birds feeling the effects of the Bay Area housing shortage.
More recently we have learned about guided bird and animal identification hikes offered by the
Rangers of the Walnut Creek Open Space. They publish a brochure of events at the end of every June
and December that describes the educational and environmental events they host over the upcoming
six-month period. You can also find the events online at http://www.walnut-creek.org/departments/
open-space/open-space-activities. I hope to make it to one of the guided Lime Ridge hikes soon, and to
one on Shell Ridge, and in the Acalanes Open Space … perhaps we will cross paths there!

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Please note: the actual sizes below allow for binding/bleed space.
Size = height x width in inches
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1/2 Page – 5 x 7.5 - $55/month
1/4 Page – 5 x 3.5 - $33/month
1/4 Page on back cover - $55/month
1/8 Page – 2.5 x 3.5 - $22/month

Classified Ads maximum 30 words:
$5 Woodlands Residents, $15 Non-Residents

Prepay for 12 months, get one month Free!
Prepay for 6 months, get 1/2 month Free!

Submission Guidelines

• Please submit your ad in the actual size/dimensions listed.

• P
 lease email a digital file of your ad to:
woodlandswalnutcreek@gmail.com. We accept PDF and
Microsoft Word documents ONLY.

• P
 ayment is due when you submit your ad. Please pay via
www.woodlandsassn.org/advertise/ or make checks payable to
“Woodlands Association” and mail to: PO Box 31085, Walnut
Creek, CA 94598.

GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(925) 777-0396
WE ALSO OFFER THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:
C

Landscape Design • Concrete Work • New Lawns

M

Irrigation & Drainage Systems • Fences
Low Maintenance Gardens • Retainer Walls

Y

Clean - Ups • Hauling

CM

MY

RECEIVE 10 % OFF THE FIRST 3 MONTHS
OF MAINTENANCE SERVICE BY
MENTIONING THIS AD !

CY

CMY

K

Ulisses Banuelos
LIC # 798276

www.WoodlandsAssn.org

goldenpalm@sbcglobal.net
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Your Neighborhood Shopping Center
Oak Grove Road at Citrus Avenue

Get Special Coupons
from 15 Citrus Marketplace
Merchants!
www.KissSavings.com/CITRUS

Money-Saving
Coupons!

Go to www.KissSavings.com/CITRUS
Show coupons on device or print the booklet at home!
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Dayna Wilson
Real Estate

We’re both Woodlands Neighbors!

925.788.6582

Dayna@Day-RealEstate.com

is

Dayna Wilson

Valerie Epting

925-788-6582

925-324-4551

BRE # 0178128

BRE # 02020237

Welcome home! Enter this 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2,013 sf home
the one you've been searching for. Foyer flows into the living
and dining rooms with soaring, vaulted ceilings. Mt. Diablo
view out your front door. Lots of windows, skylights to enjoy
abundant natural light. Family room offers a gas stone fireplace and built-ins for displaying your treasures and books.
Bright, remodeled eat-in kitchen overlooks vegetable garden
and backyard. Relax in expanded master suite with three
large closets, expanded bathroom, including jetted tub, douProud to present...
ble sinks, large picture window. Bamboo flooring. Inside laundry. Metal tile roof. Entertainers' backyard with patio, solar pool
913 Cheyenne Dr., Walnut Creek
and lawn. Walk/bike to top rated schools including Northgate
H.S. Whole Foods, The Orchards, nearby trails and parks, liAsking $ 1,039,000.
brary, John Muir Hospital are all within 5 minutes.
PENDING!

Ygnacio Hills II tri-level beauty has it all. The 4 bedroom, 2.5
bath, home built in 1974 offers 2,123 sf of gracious living
space. Kitchen remodel was completed in 2009 offering GE
Monogram appliances, double ovens, granite counters, gas
range & glass tile back splash. An entertainer's delight with
spacious living, dining & kitchen all open with soaring ceiling
& fireplace on the main level. A few steps leads to your family
room and laundry room with a half bath. Upstairs you will find
the 2 remodeled bathrooms, 3 bedrooms plus master suite,
including walk-in closet, high ceiling, lots of light. New carpet,
paint, closet doors and more. Low Maintenance landscape
with flagstone back patio. Close to bike path, hiking trails
shopping and minutes to BART Station and freeway.

Proud to present…
3542 Windmill Way, Concord
Asking $800,000.

Hire the team so many others have trusted to sell their home.
Top 10 in Walnut Creek, year after year.
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Four more recent sales by Steve in The Woodlands

SOLD

SOLD

Offered at $979,000 | SOLD FOR $1,028,000
111 Kelobra Ct., The Woodlands 4BR/2Bth, 1866 SF.

Offered at $1,398,000 | SOLD FOR $1,460,000
719 Mandarin Ln., The Woodlands 4BR/3Bth, 2,457 SF.

Staged, listed and sold by Steve. Sold on 3/16/2018

Staged, listed and sold by Steve. Sold on 4/2/2018

SOLD

SOLD

Offered at $968,800 | SOLD FOR $1,020,000

Offered at $989,000 | SOLD FOR $1,108,000

3428 Sugarberry Ln., The Woodlands 4BR/3Bth, 1811 SF.
Staged, listed and sold by Steve. Sold on 5/22/2018

3408 Sugarberry Ln., The Woodlands 4BR/2Bth, 1842 SF.
Staged, listed and sold by Steve. Sold on 6/12/2018

Thinking about a move? Make sure to include Steve Hansen in your interviewing process. ALL my
Woodlands sellers are sure glad they did!
Whether you are thinking about a move this year, just curious about your home’s value or considering
some updating and want to know which improvements add the most value, please do not hesitate to
contact me for a complementary, no obligation consultation and assessment of your home’s current
market value.

Your Woodlands Specialist
Cal BRE # 01774754

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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SUMMER FUN ALERT!
The Dayna Wilson Real Estate Team
cordially invites YOU to an Ice Cream Social
When: Tuesday, July 3rd from 4pm—6pm
Where: Woodlands neighborhood park on Banyan Circle
Please join us for ice cream, sprinkles,
and star-spangled surprises!
Kindly RSVP via text or call to 925.324.4551

CalBRE License
#01781285

www.WoodlandsAssn.org

July 2018

Page 16

As the top selling agent in the Woodlands I have qualified buyers looking to
join our neighborhood. If your are thinking of selling, my record shows I
will get your home sold for the most money in the shortest time. Whether
your home is turn key or needs TLC I have the experience and resources to
get the job done. Call me today for a FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
5350 Sonoma Dr. , Pleasanton
Pending over asking, multiple offers

Offered at 1,198,000
4 Bedrooms /2 Bathrooms

1555 Talisman Way , Concord

Offered at 778,800
5 Bedrooms/3 Bathrooms

Presented By

Office - 478-8383
www.WoodlandsAssn.org

Cal BRE# 01020265
July 2018

W
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Featured property:

632 Wintergreen Lane,
Walnut Creek
Elegant rancher with wonderful floor plan!

Renee & Scott

wagner
REALTORS®

3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 1,856 SF Home | 8,633 SF Lot
Living Rooom w/ Fireplace, Newly Remodeled Bathrooms, Central
A/C, Dual Pane Windows, Solar System, Pool with Built-in Spa,
New Pool Heater, Backyard with Large Deck & Mature Landscaping
including Lawn, Fruit Trees & Florals.

listed for $935,000

925.250.5440
YourHomeProfessional@gmail.com
www.ReneeAndScott.com
DRE# 01292997 & 02001457
MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE!

www.WoodlandsAssn.org

July 2018
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The Kozak Team at
Alain Pinel Realtors
Your Trusted Advisors, Skilled
Negotiators and Expert Facilitators!
www.thekozakteam.com

Melanie Kozak
BRE# 00766979
mkozak247@gmail.com

925-330-0624







5 Star Zillow Premier Agents

Alain Pinel “President’s
Roundtable” winners 5 years 
in a row
Extensive local knowledge
Known for our responsiveness, 
communication and negotiation skills

Jill Collins
BRE# 01401268
jcollins@apr.com

Team approach gives you
24/7 service
Years of experience working
with buyers and sellers in “The
Woodlands”
Strategic & comprehensive
marketing plan with proven
results to sell your home

Ray Kozak
BRE# 01410748
raykozak@gmail.com

Lauren Somanathan
BRE# 01973688
lsomanathan@apr.com

©2017 Kumon North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Give your child an academic advantage
in school and beyond!
Kumon helps your child become a better learner:

OR AG

ES

SCHEDULE A FREE
PLACEMENT TEST TODAY!

F

• The Kumon Method helps children ages 3 through high school advance
their math and reading skills.
• Many of our students are studying above grade level.
• For over 50 years, Kumon has benefited millions of kids around the world.

Kumon Math & Reading Center of
WALNUT CREEK - NORTH
2839 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek, CA 94598
925-256-0786 • kumon.com/walnut-creek-north

WE MAKE YOUR
SMART KID
EVEN

SMARTER
www.WoodlandsAssn.org

July 2018

Page 19

YOUR
AD HERE!

For more information, contact:

woodlandswalnutcreek@gmail.com

Paul's
Paul’s
HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN

25 Yrs. Experience
SERVICES
B.S. in Mech. Engineering
Reasonable Rates - $42/hr.
Electrical
Fan, Dead circuit, Plugs, Switches
Plumbing
Under sink, Water heater,
Garbage Disposal, Galvanized to copper
Carpentry
Decks, Fence repair, New walls
Tile & Stone Floors, Shower, Countertop
Painting
Caulking, Rooms, Touch-up
Windows & Doors
Installed, Unstuck; Locks
Sprinklers & Yard lights / Welding / Masonry
Assemble furniture, shed…
/
Honey-Do Lists

Almost any standard job.
Unusual problems most welcome.
Call Paul

Fleck
925-300-5001 – Cell
925-676-6607 - Message 24/7
www.WoodlandsAssn.org

Helpers available

Retirement Living Your Way
High quality without the high rates!

Spacious residences offer privacy and a wealth of
services:
Restaurant
Restaurant--Style Dining
Weekly Housekeeping
Daily Transportation
24
24--hour Professional Staff
Exciting Social Activities
Community Rooms

Quality you expect.

Rates you deserve!

6401 Center Street
Clayton, CA 94517
(925) 524-5100

Call to Schedule
Your FREE
www.DiamondTerrace.net
Lunch Tour
TODAY!
July 2018

Call 925.256.6444 OR Visit www.minutemanpressph.com
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