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Broadway Plaza Size
Development Coming
to the Woodlands?
By: Justin Wedel

Are you ready for a Home Depot, Walmart, or other big box stores in your backyard? Or
would you like to see restaurants within walking distance or open space, parks, or something
else all together? Or maybe even a McDonald’s drive through?
Now is your time to get involved and tell the city what is on your mind. December 8th
marked the first meeting of the Shadelands Gateway Specific Plan Committee, which is tasked
with providing a recommended blueprint to the city council for the 25-acre parcel - about the
size of Broadway plaza - on the corner of Ygnacio and Oak Grove.
Over the next 7 months the Committee will meet on the 3rd floor of City Hall on the
following dates:
AC Mtg #2 – Wednesday, 1/25/12
AC Mtg #3 – Wednesday, 2/22/12
AC Mtg #4 – Tuesday, 3/27/12
AC Mtg #5 – Wednesday, 4/25/12
AC Mtg #6 – Wednesday, 5/23/12
AC Mtg #7 – Wednesday, 6/27/12
AC Mtg #8 – Wednesday, 7/25/12
The 11 committee members – which includes two city council members, three city
commissioners, a representative from Safeway, a local business owner, a Shadelands business,
and three residents (including Board member Ed Wohlers) – will provide feedback to city
continued on page 5
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The Woodlands newsletter provides a community
service by keeping neighborhood residents informed about
issues and events of interest. We encourage Woodlands
residents to submit articles for the newsletter and we
regularly receive articles that are published in the newsletter.
If you would like to contribute an article, please contact us and we will be
happy to work with you to help get it edited and published. Our publication
guidelines are relatively simple – topics should be of interest to Woodlands
residents, the newsletter can not be used as a forum to air issues between
individuals, and articles may need to be edited to fit within available space (typical
length is 200 words or less). To meet our publication schedule for a monthly
newsletter, we have established a closing date of the 10th of each month. To the
extent that space is available, articles received and ready for print by the 10th of
the month will be published in the next version of the newsletter.
We appreciate your help in making the newsletter as informative, useful,
and relevant to Woodlands residents. To submit an article, please write to
woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.

Advertising Rates 2012

Advertising Rates for 2012 will be the same for all advertisers in 2012. Earlier this
year, advertising rates were increased for most ad sizes, but we extended the old rates
for long time customers for the rest of 2011. Starting with the January 2012 issue
(payments due 12/15), monthly advertising rates for all customers are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full Page - $90
Half Page - $50
Quarter Page (within newsletter) - $30
Quarter Page Back Page - $50
1/8th Page - $20
Want Ads - $13 non-residents, $5 residents

The monthly Woodlands newsletter is 100% supported by advertisers. Please
encourage local businesses and trades people to advertise in our newsletter. If you
have any questions, please e-mail us at woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.
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Citrus Center Update – A Note from the WCPD
By: Ed Wohlers

I wanted to pass along some information I received from the Walnut Creek Police Department on
December 14th. Sgt. Sean Conley forwarded this note (edited for length) below:
Seasons Greetings,
I hope all is well with you and the Woodlands Association. I just wanted to touch base with you
during this Holiday Season and provide you with an update on the enforcement actions WCPD
will be taking during these next few weeks. As you may remember, last December was a very
busy time for us as several robberies occurred in and around the Citrus Center. I met with all
of the business managers and Bank managers today for three reasons. First, to remind them to
report and be aware of any suspicious people or vehicle in and around their businesses. Second,
to make sure there were no changes to management and remind them of last year’s events.
Thirdly, to make sure they were provided with more frequent patrols in the area to include foot
patrols during late afternoon and early evening hours. Since many of the robberies occurred
around closing time, I will be coordinating with the officers who work the area at night to
provide frequent patrols in and around the Citrus Center.

Police Reports Feedback
By Kathy Master

In the last Woodlands newsletter, we posted results of our request for feedback on Police Calls,
formerly known as the Crime Report. As previously stated we received 20 responses, and of the 20, 14
favored keeping the report as is, 2 suggested eliminating the report entirely, and 4 favored keeping the
column, while deleting information considered to be personal business.
Three additional responses have since been received, each in favor of reporting only criminal
activity and eliminating the “petty” information. While all seem to agree that community members
should be made aware of criminal activity in the neighborhood, not everyone agrees with including the
police calls that have no value to the neighborhood at large.
Ironically, the title “Crime Report” was only recently changed to “Police Calls” to better reflect the
varied content of the article. Based on the feedback received, we will continue the Police Calls and
make changes based on your input. It’s your neighborhood and your newsletter and we appreciate the
feedback received.
If you have an opinion or recommendation to share, please email your comments to
woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Graffiti Issues
We recently received an e-mail from a concerned Woodlands resident regarding graffiti problems in
the neighborhood (that were recently corrected) as follows:
There is a graffiti problem that I’ve been working for years in the area of the canal trail entrance on
Citrus Avenue. Specifically, as you go into Lime Ridge, and cross over the Pine Creek flood control
basin, the walls are an eyesore. I have worked with the Contra Costa Flood Control District so much
that I have the Maintenance Department’s supervisor whom I talk to directly. The area is about to be
cleaned up for the third time in just as many years.
 	 In my conversation with the dedicated thoughtful county supervisor, he explained that it is a
hang out area for skate boarders and often graffiti comes along with them. In recent weeks, the skate
boarders built a ramp with cinderblocks using adhesive to make them stationary. He speculated that
this took some time to construct and wondered aloud how the ramp could be built without anyone
noticing.  We agreed, when kids are there, someone should be telling them to move on, or perhaps
the police should be called. Even if they are not doing anything at that particular moment, the area is
posted as no trespassing and they are breaking the law just being there.
 	 We have a very responsive county office; they have been out here numerous times and have tried
many ways to abate the situation. The county is looking at adding metal bars into the cement, as well
as street reflectors (the ones that mark a lane) and fence repairs, to make the area less attractive to skate
boarders. The bottom line is that they need the help of our community to be diligent about watching
out for the area and asking kids to move on if we see them hanging out there.
As mentioned, this problem was recently corrected, but is a reminder to be vigilant when walking in
the community.

continued from page 1

selected consultants and gather input from the community to form a Specific Plan for this location. If
approved by the city council, the Specific Plan would allow for a General Plan amendment and possible
development of the parcel.
Independent of your feelings on what should be allowed, if anything, to be placed in this location
your voice needs to be heard. Attend a meeting, write a letter, and get involved.
Your Woodlands Board is here to help. If you are interested in learning more about the process, this
project, or how you can get involved please visit our website - www.woodlandsassn.org, sign up for our
e-mail blast list (also located on the homepage), or send us an email - woodlandsassn@yahoo.com with your comments or contact information.
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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School News

Valle Verde Elementary PTA
Lacrosse team looking for a few fleet feet

The Warriors Lacrosse team has opened up a third U11 team and is looking for anyone who might be interested
in playing Lacrosse to help fill it up. Practices start in February and games in March. It’s “the fastest game on
two feet”!
Details and signup information available at: http://walnutcreeklacrosse.com/

Continental Little League Signups continuing
2012 Spring baseball and softball registration is now open on line at www.continentalbaseball.com. Please be
sure to register early because the registration fee will increase on January 1, 2012.
Aslo, if you don’t have access to a computer or would simply like to register in person we will be hosting in
person registration sessions at the SPORTFORM facility (995 D Detroit Ave.- corner of Whitman Rd. and
Detroit Avenue) on December 8, 2011 from 6 to 8 pm and again on December 17 from 10 am to 1 pm.
A brief outline of our 2012 calendar:
January 14- TRYOUTS
January 30- DRAFT WEEK
February 6- PRACTICE BEGINS
February 25- FIELD CLEAN-UP DAY
March 17- OPENING DAY and PICTURE DAY
June 2- END REGULAR SEASON
June 4-9- PLAYOFFS
June 18- TOC BEGINS
June 25- ALL STAR PLAY BEGINS

Baseball signups on now for ages 4-8 with WCYAA
Tee ball and baseball leagues for the Feb-May season are signing up now. Sign up by 1/15/12 to get an early
bird discount.
Register Online! Applications will be accepted online, or by mail UNTIL EACH DIVISION IS FULL. You may
mail in your completed application with a check or money order payable to WCYAA to P.O. Box 4281, Walnut
Creek, California 94596. To receive off-line applications, please call (925) 933-4884.
Fee assistance is available. To receive a fee assistance application form, call (925) 933-4884.
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Crab Feed - January 21st

The Northgate Athletic Booster’s Crab Feed Fundraiser will be on Saturday, January
21st and tickets are available now.
This annual festive parents night out includes a silent and live auction, music and
dancing, a fine wine bar (see below), a tasty crab dinner and a lot of fun!
We are also selling raffle tickets for the Captain’s table to be selected at the event
(you must be present to win this fine prize!). Captain’s table details to come at a
later date but whoever wins will be dining like kings.
Please find the ticket order form attached and mail it to Debbie LaCour at the
address given.
The last few years have been sold out, so put it on that long list of things to do and
get your order in!
For the last 3 years the “Fine Wines Bar” has been a huge success. Bottles of wine
donated by Northgate Families and local merchants were sold.   We’re looking
for donations for this year’s bar. We are asking that the minimum value be $20.00
per bottle.   Each bottle of wine will be labeled with the name of the family who
donated it.   If you are buying wine for the Holiday season, please consider a bottle
for the Crab Feed.
If you have wine to donate please contact Ann Sussman at asussman@sbcglobal.
net   Donations can be dropped off or pickup can be arranged. Please make sure you
include your name on the donation and include the retail value of the bottle.
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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WOODLANDS Police Calls
Thank you to Kathy Master
for compiling this report from the WCPD website

The following information is taken from the Police Daily Bulletin as posted for public viewing on the Walnut
Creek Police Department’s website. The entire Walnut Creek police daily bulletin can be viewed at:
www.walnut-creek.org/citygov/depts/police/bulletin.asp. Some issues of the Woodlands Newsletter may include
only a portion of the monthly police activity in our neighborhood, as available print-space varies from issue to
issue.
11-37625 11/06/11 20:47:46 Suspicious Circumstance 2200 block Oak Grove Road. RP states he is being
stalked by a man and women he does not know. Dispo: Rp wanted advice only. No one assigned.
11-37772 11/08/11 08:20:00 Service to Citizen 600 block Banyan Lane. RP reporting suspicious white Volvo
S70 plate 5EQR193, occupied by a white male adult in blue shirt. Subject appears to be casing the area. Has left
now and may be on Peachwillow. Requesting area check. Dispo: Subject was taking his child to school at Valle
Verde. Ofc. Harman
11-37886 11/08/11 20:00:27 Contempt of Court/Temporary Restraining Order 500 block Banyan Circle.
Suspect is ex-boyfriend who called RP today approximately 10 minutes ago. Dispo: Investigation continuing
Ofc. Leonard
11-37977 11/09/11 13:15:35 Service to Citizen Perada Drive / Bayberry Dr. Citizen is requesting clean-up for
a lot of graffiti in the tunnel under Ygnacio Valley Rd. RP states 3 light bulbs in the tunnel are burned out. RP
does not want contact but is available via phone as needed. Dispo: Referred to Public Service. They will have
bulbs repaired and contact RP. Ofc. Harman
11-38080 11/10/11 14:47:25 Service to Citizen 3200 block Peachwillow Lane. RP states subject is threatening
him; subject is outside of RPs car now. No specific threats made, just yelling. RP is in black Mercedes in front
of the school. Dispo: Subjects contacted. Mediated. Ofc. Brown
11-38082 11/10/11 15:07:53 Burglary 600 block Candleberry Rd. Second hand report of a burglary in progress.
Dispo: Front screen and door opened by unknown suspect. No one seen. Does not appear entry was made past
the front door. Dispo: Burglary. Ofc. Hopkins
11-38194 11/11/11 15:05:51 Vandalism Bayberry Drive / Perada Drive. Dispo: Graffiti through the entrance to
Limeride open space via Bayberry. MSR completed. “EBM” or similar. Ofc. Rangel
11-38328 11/12/11 09:15:09 Suspicious Circumstance 2200 block Oak Grove Road. Cold vandalism to the
windows. Occurred sometime between closing on Thursday and today. Dispo: Unknown person used window
paint. Windows were washed with no damage done. Bank to take additional security measures. Ofc. Hopkins
11-38457 11/13/11 01:13:40 Driving Under the Influence Arrest Oak Grove Road / Citrus Avenue. License
plate 5EBM995. Dispo: 45 year old adult female arrested. Ofc. Hahn
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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11-38503 11/13/11 14:32:00 Found Property 400 block Rock Oak Road. Bag of marijuana found in driveway.
Dispo: Controlled substance found. Turned in and requested to be destroyed. Ofc. Duggan
11-38740 11/15/11 14:59:44 Service to Citizen 2200 block Oak Grove Road. Female panhandler in front of the
ATM, wearing blue sweater and blue jeans, accompanied by small child. Per RP, this is not the subject that is
usually there. Dispo: Gone on arrival. Ofc. Kan
11-38943 11/17/11 07:48:57 Vehicle Burglary 3500 block Tupelo Drive. Break in to white Chevy truck
sometime overnight, via window smash. Loss was tools. Dispo: Occurred between 1930 hours last night and
0700 hours today. Loss: Top Con construction laser, Diamond brand rebar cutter. Ofc. Harman
11-38949 11/17/11 08:07:51 Vehicle Burglary 300 block Perada Drive. Window smash to black Jeep Liberty.
Loss is Fastrak and wallet with all contents. Dispo: As reported. Ofc. Kan
11-39100 11/18/11 10:06:27 911 Hang-up 600 block Sitka Drive. Dispo: Homeowner accidentally dialed 911
instead of 411. Ofc. Brown
11-39264 11/19/11 15:11:35 Miscellaneous Traffic Citrus Avenue / Sugarberry Lane. 3 juveniles skateboarding
in the canal. Dispo: Juveniles warned not to skate in the creek-flood channel. Ofc. Hahn
11-39390 11/20/11 16:47:55 Vandalism 2200 block Oak Grove road. Graffiti and vandalism to the outside of
the bank. Dispo: Related to 11-39389. Ofc. Rangel
11-39535 11/22/11 06:48:20 Vandalism 3500 block Perada Drive. RP states human feces smeared on his
daughter’s white Durango overnight. Dispo: Animal or human feces thrown onto windshield of parked car
overnight. Ofc. Harman
11-39588 11/22/11 16:08:34 Service to Citizen 2200 block Oak Grove Road. Female adult with small child
aggressively panhandling at ATM. Subject was wearing blue sweatshirt and black pants. Dispo: Unable to
locate. Ofc. Gerstner
11-39638 11/23/11 07:20:26 Vandalism 3500 block Perada Drive. Daughter’s white Dodge Durango egged
overnight. Refer to 11-39535. Dispo: As reported. Ofc. Kan
11-39684 11/23/11 14:58:47 Suspicious Circumstance 2200 block Oak Grove Road. RP in lobby of police
station to report bank teller pocketed $500 of cash deposit she made on November 16. Dispo: Waiting for video
from Bank of America to confirm if theft occurred. Ofc. Harman
11-39706 11/23/11 17:48:46 Service to Citizen 2200 block Oak Grove Road. Female with small child
soliciting. Child does not seem dressed for the weather. Dispo: Female contacted in rear of Bank of America.
Warned for trespassing and panhandling. Advice given.
11-39914 11/25/11 12:15:07 Fraud 500 block Banyan Circle. Phone report in which RP claims to be victim of
fraud. RP cashed a check from a business on Craig’s List, then wrote checks to other people. The original check
bounced. Dispo: RP was mailed a check for deposit and disbursement. Victim’s account was then overdrawn.
Ofc. Brown
11-40288 11/28/11 08:20:58 Impounded Vehicle Citrus Avenue / Citrus Circle. Traffic stop on license
5WWY028. Dispo: Towed and impounded for 30 days. Ofc. Rohwer
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Baby Boomers...We’ve been expecting you!
Selling a home is rarely simple--and selling a senior's home can add additional considerations
and complexity. I help 50+ sellers and buyers look at the big picture, factoring in financial issues with current and
future lifestyles. Nearly everyone wishes to age in place as they grow older. But, often the spacious family house
becomes too burdensome, financially, emotionally and physically, to maintain. As part of an elite group of only
16,000 Realtors in the nation who have earned the SRES Designation, I will create a customized approach to
marketing & selling your property and offer guidance on Reverse Mortgages, Universal Design, Estate Liquidation,
Move Management and much more. My “team” includes Elder Law Attorneys, CPAs, Case Managers, etc.

Ask me about my “Downsizing

made Easy” 45 pg. workbook.
This handy guide walks you through the 5 EASY STEPS to a successful move!
I specialize in making the moving process simple and hassle free for SENIOR
ADULTS and their families. You’ll see that no other Realtor in town offers such
thorough service from start to finish.

Dayna Wilson – “Downsizing-Diva”, SRES Realtor & Woodlands Resident (Go BEARS!)
925-788-6582

www.Day-RealEstate.com

DRE # 01781285

Home Loans
Purchase or Refinance
Single Family
Condo
Townhouse
2-4 units
Cashout

Want to Sell
Something?
Use us!
www.WoodlandsAssn.org

25 years experience, Woodlands
References
Stephen L. Carlin Branch Manager
Nmls # 241643 DRE # 00865988
3000 Citrus Circle, Suite 119
Walnut Creek, CA 94598

NMLS	
  #135622	
  

phone: (925) 930-7870
Toll free: (800) 788-6522
email: steve@stevecarlin.com
website: www.stevecarlin.com
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Advertise With Us!

To Advertise in the Woodlands Newsletter,
Contact Marc Graves at Woodlandsassn@yahoo.com or 925-336-6272
Advertising Rates & Sizes

Marc

Please note: the actual sizes below allow for binding/bleed space. Size = height x width in inches

Full Page – 10 x 7.5 - $90/month
1/2 Page – 5 x 7.5 - $50/month
1/4 Page – 5 x 3.5 - $30/month
1/4 Page on back cover - $50/month
1/8 Page – 2.5 x 3.5 - $20/month
Want Ads - line ad with 30 words or less:
$5 Woodlands Residents, $13 Non-Residents

Next Advertising Deadline
Please submit all ads and
payments for the next issue by

January 15, 2012

Submission Guidelines

•
•
•
•
•
•

Please submit your ad in the actual size/dimensions listed above.
Ad should be formatted with any artwork you want included at the time of submittal.
If your ad needs layout/design or artwork, there is an additional $10 design fee.
We love DIGITAL FILES! If you can provide a digital file of your ad, please email it to Woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.
We accept PDF, Microsoft Publisher, and MS Word documents.
If you only have a paper copy of your ad, please mail it and the payment to:
Woodlands Association, PO Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598
Payment is due when you submit your ad. Please make checks payable to “Woodlands Association” and mail to:
PO Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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We Make Your Home

Sparkle!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vacuum
Mop/Sweep
Dust
Trash Removal
Mirrors
Wash Floors
Countertops

•
•
•
•
•
•

Appliances
Baseboards
Pictures
Lamps
Light Fixtures
Window Sills

•
•
•
•
•

Clean TV
Cupboard Fronts
Sinks/Tubs
Toilets
Shower

We work with you to develop a schedule
to suit your individual needs:
• Weekly
• Bi-weekly
• Monthly
• Any Time You Need us!

Free In-Home or Office Estimate
Call Today at 925-915-0960 or Visit www.Pronto-Maids.com for More information
Page 9
PENDING

SOLD

Installations – Repairs

Toilets  Faucets  Water heaters
Garbage disposals  Clogged drains

elfast
lumbing

Walnut Creek ~ Lovingly maintained 4 bdrm, 2.5 bath,
2,056 sq. ft.Woodlands home. New carpet, vinyl, closet
doors, dual-pane windows and paint-inside and out.
50 year tile roof. Cathedral ceiling and stone fireplace.
Kitchen with break. bar open to family room. 1st level
incls guest room/office with adjacent 1/2 bath. Lush
backyard, mature trees - no rear neighbors. Walk to
shops, schools & trails. Northgate H.S.
Offered at $649,950

Clayton ~ 4 bdrm, 2 bath, 2,000 sq. ft. in lovely Dana
Hills. Corner lot with sparkling solar pool, updated
kitchen with granite counter. Dual pane windows.
Sunroom added in ‘04 with permits, incls wine bar,
lets in plenty of natural light. Walk to historic DT
Clayton.
Offered at $465,000

Pleasant Hill ~ 2 bdrm, 2 bath Fairway Place
Townhouse with a bonus den. Soaring 14 ft. ceilings
in living room and master bdrm. Floor to ceiling
fireplace, front patio and back deck for entertaining
and relaxing. New carpet, paint, light fixtures.
Staged! Community pool.
Offered at $275,000

Wishing all my clients the Happiest of Holidays!

Credit Cards accepted: Visa, MasterCard, Discover

(925) 457-5423
www.belfastplumbing.com
License. 906211
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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AAA Home Insurance:
AB FENCING
FENCING
AB
Installations Bring
– Repairs
home the security of AAA

Us

TS

m is

Alfonso Botello
Botello
Toilets
 Faucets
Alfonso

 Water
heaters
Your home is one of your most valuable
Garbage disposals  Clogged
drains
assets. Protect
it with the reliability of

Performingthe
thebest
bestinin the
the fence
fence Industry
Industry
Performing

AAA. We offer you:

elfast
lumbing

Fences
--Fences
Decks
--Decks
- Patio Covers
- Patio Covers
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References

▪ Wide range of policies to meet your needs
▪ Fast, fair and efficient claims service 24 / 7
▪ Significant savings when you insure your
auto, home and life with us
Plus, enjoy the many benefits of AAA
Membership, including America’s best
Emergency Road Service and hundreds of
discounts when you shop, dine or travel.

Credit Cards
accepted: Visa, MasterCard, Discover
Woodlands
References
25 Years Experience
Contact Mike Jordan,
25 Years Experience
Contractor
Lic. 856711
(925) 457-5423
your Woodlands neighbor,
Contractor Lic. 856711

r

for your free, no-obligation
707-864-8629 * 707-980-2101
Cell
www.belfastplumbing.com
quote today.
707-864-8629
* 707-980-2101 Cell
FREE ESTIMATES
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PECIALISTS

We RemoveTHURSDAY
MONDAYItemsTUESDAY

Appliances
x Household
6:30 – 7:45 am
8:30
– 10:00 am Junk
x
Electronics
x
Yard
Waste
925-212-7633
925-212-7633
Kundalini Yoga
x Call if10:15
your
itemam
is
x925-286-6347
Construction 10:15
Debris
– 11:45
– 11:45 am
not
listed...
x Old Furniture 7:15 – 8:30 pm
925-778-2923
6:45 – 8:00x am

925-778-2923
Rancho San Miguel Clubhouse
2727 San Carlos Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94598

Eric Giacobazzi, Owner
Woodlands Resident

Patrick Wilkinson, Owner
Woodlands Resident

ASK ABOUT OUR
WOODLANDS DISCOUNT
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
www.WoodlandsAssn.org

License. 906211

AB FENCING
Alfonso Botello

Performing the best in the fence Industry

- Fences
- Decks
- Patio Covers
- Retaining Walls
- Gates

Mike Jordan
AAA Concord
2055 Meridian Park Blvd.
Concord, CA 94520
(925) 808-6226
michael.jordan@goAAA.com
Agent License #0175868

Woodlands References
25 Years Experience
Contractor Lic. 856711

California State Automobile Association (CSAA), a AAA
Member Club, provides auto, home and personal umbrella
insurance through the Cal State Auto Group. Life insurance
underwritten and annuities offered by AAA Life Insurance
Company, Livonia, MI. CA License #0175868

707-864-8629 * 707-980-2101 Cell

FREE ESTIMATES
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April2012
2011
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Tel: 925-283-1107
Fax: 925-689-8405

Email: laure@brana-maintenance.com
brana-maintenance.com



www.WoodlandsAssn.org

January 2012

Page 15

www.WoodlandsAssn.org

January 2012
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