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McDonald’s Not Coming To The
Woodlands Neighborhood
By Joe Casey

As I’m sure you’ve heard by now, the city planning department of Walnut Creek informed the
Woodlands Board on January 12th that McDonald’s has dropped their pursuit of the former bank
building at the corner of Oak Grove and Citrus Drive as their next expansion location. Though
McDonald’s did not give the city a full explanation as to why they withdrew their application, the
recently completed traffic study was likely a significant factor in the decision-making process for the
international conglomerate. As most residents know, the intersection in question is a heavily trafficked
intersection, and adding a fast-food establishment with a drive-thru at this location had the potential to
dramatically escalate already existing traffic woes.
It is almost one full year since the Board learned of the potential McDonald’s application. As
some Board members, such as President Ed Wohlers and Secretary Elsie Witt, have been on the Board
for several years, this was not the first controversy the Board has had to contend with. The Citrus
Walk proposal caused much anxiety in the community initially, and the Board learned much from the
experience of being a liaison between the community, developers, and various city departments and
committees. Ultimately, the project was a success by most standards, and the Board learned some
valuable lessons from the experience.
First and foremost was learning to trust in the process and to get involved early. The Board did
come under some criticism from residents because we did not take a position on the McDonald’s
application. When the Board first learned of the McDonald’s application, we quickly reached out
to city officials, learning who the key players, departments, and committees would be in the vetting
process, and then acting as a bridge to the Woodlands community to keep you informed. We also
wanted to hear the communities thoughts on the project (which lead to the community meeting on
September 25, 2010), as well as give McDonald’s an opportunity to convey their side of the story.
City officials and McDonald’s knew early on that they were dealing with an organized and disciplined
unit that would closely monitor developments and hold the process to account.
Employing this “process”, knowing and understanding early on significant hurdles existed for
McDonald’s to overcome, and exercising patience in letting the process unfold, we believe served us
and the community better than if we had reacted without trusting the process. I can tell you that as
individuals on the Board, none of us wanted a McDonald’s restaurant to be the first thing you see when
continued on page 3
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The Woodlands newsletter provides a community
service by keeping neighborhood residents informed about
issues and events of interest. We encourage Woodlands
residents to submit articles for the newsletter and we regularly receive
articles that are published in the newsletter.
If you would like to contribute an article, please contact us and we
will be happy to work with you to help get it edited and published. Our
publication guidelines are relatively simple – topics should be of interest
to Woodlands residents, the newsletter can not be used as a forum to
air issues between individuals, and articles may need to be edited to fit
within available space (typical length is 200 words or less). To meet our
publication schedule for a monthly newsletter, we have established a
closing date of the 10th of each month. To the extent that space is available,
articles received and ready for print by the 10th of the month will be
published in the next version of the newsletter.
We appreciate your help in making the newsletter as informative,
useful, and relevant to Woodlands residents. To submit an article, please
write to woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.

Polar Bear Plunge a Splashing Success!!!
By Polly Bradbury

Fires were raging, s’mores roasting, and the hot cocoa flowing at
the first (annual?) Polar Bear Plunge at the Cabana Club on January 9th.
Considering how cold it was, we had a great a turn out with an estimated
100 attending. The temperature in the pool was even colder as the 20 or
so brave souls ranging in age from 5 to 49 found out; a bone chilling 47
degrees! Two youngsters, John Lamm and Evan Ruiz even swam a lap!
Look for many more family fun adventures at the Cabana Club in 2011
and beyond!
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Good Neighbor Gestures
By Elsie Witt

Being good neighbors is an important part of the social fiber that makes our community so great. Some
neighbors are seeing trash when they take their walks through our lovely Woodlands, and dog droppings and
resident’s trash cans that never seem to be put away (maybe a sign that no one is home).
Several neighbors are seeing fast-food papers and cups being discarded at the end of Bayberry by the canal
trail, and along Citrus Avenue, particularly near the fast food restaurants. Using convenient trash cans is the
obvious answer, and when that doesn’t happen, it is important for all of us to clean up the area near us.
Proactive neighbors take a plastic bag with them when they walk and pick up the trash they see. We owe
them our thanks as such a hands-on gesture preserves the appearance of our community. Unfortunately Rock
Oak Creek has accumulated a lot of trash in it. Is there a scout troop that is looking for a project? Cleaning the
creek would be a wonderful service for all of us.
I particularly notice dog droppings on the sidewalks after a rain. I know our neighbors who own dogs are
reluctant to let them go off into the mud, but cleaning up after your dog is city ordinance, just as keeping your
dog on a leash and under your control is an ordinance.
If you have tree fruit dropping on the sidewalk, or trees and overgrown bushes obstructing the sidewalks, it is
time to sweep and cut back. When the sidewalks are blocked it creates a safety problem for children and adults.
One neighbor noticed a huge bunch of letters on Bayberry by the canal trail entrance. These had a common
address from another city. This is a reason to alert the police, because it may be an indication of a crime.
We can’t just wait around for someone else to do this work; we must take responsibility for our environment,
so we urge everyone to be a “good neighbor,” and do their part to restore the beauty of our neighborhood.
Enjoy your Woodland Walks.

Free Tax Help Available
By Ed Wohlers

AARP Tax-Aide will be offering free tax preparation services in 2011. They are targeting low and moderate
income taxpayers of any age, with special attention to those 60 and older. They are also partnering with the
United Way’s Earn it, Keep it, Save it program by serving their targeted population – those earning household
income less than $49,000. Dates and times vary, so please call to make an appointment. These services will be
offered at the following Walnut Creek locations:
• Civic Park Community Center, 1375 Civic Dr., 925-943-5851.
• St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1924 Trinity Ave., 925-979-5013.
• Grace Presbyterian Church, 2100 Tice Valley Blvd., 925-405-6278.
Be sure to bring all your tax records including Form W-2’s, 1099’s, your prior year tax return (call the
number above for specific documents needed).
continued from page 1

you enter our wonderful neighborhood, but we had a higher collective duty to the community to proceed in the
way we did.
So ultimately, this was a very successful exercise in civic engagement. There is not enough room to thank
everyone involved in the process, but the Board does wish to call out in particular Walnut Creek Senior Planner
Jeremy Lochirco for his patient and thorough deliberations, and putting up with my many calls for updates
and requests for meetings. Jeremy was a professional throughout, and the Board and the community owe
you a big thank you. We want to thank the Woodlands community for all their input on this issue. We would
also like to thank Woodlands residents Bill Swanson, Tom Johnson, Chuck Bond, and Steve Elster who each
contributed their time and effort (now if the owner can just find a nice low-density business to fill the former
bank building!!).
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Crime In The Woodlands –
Community Meeting Coming
In March
By Ed Wohlers

As stated in our January newsletter, in response to neighborhood concerns about increased crime in the
Woodlands area we met with the City on January 13th to voice our concerns about this issue. Specifically,
several members of the Board and Woodlands resident Chuck Bond met with Mayor Cindy Silva, Councilman
Kish Rajan, Police Chief Joel Bryden and City Manager Ken Nordhoff. We appreciate their time and left the
meeting very impressed with their commitment to fight crime in Walnut Creek. The following is an excerpt we
received Jan. 14th following the meeting from Police Chief Joel Bryden:
“In response to the robberies that have occurred in our City, we have taken steps to try to
deter, prevent and stop suspects from committing those crimes. Our detective bureau has
been actively investigating several subjects responsible for the robberies in our city and one
suspect was taken into custody and charged by the District Attorney’s office. Two others are
in custody for crimes outside of Walnut Creek and have been identified as suspects in two of
our recent robberies adjacent to downtown.
Specifically related to the Citrus Plaza and the Woodlands neighborhood, our patrol
division has been performing extra patrols of the various shopping centers in an effort to
demonstrate a high visibility presence in these areas. In addition, our detective bureau and
reserve officer division have been conducting covert surveillances of several of the shopping
centers. We have also reached out to the businesses in those areas and have been providing
crime prevention tips and education on the crimes occurring in these areas (including Citrus
Plaza).
We will continue to provide extra patrol through the two business centers adjacent to the
Woodlands neighborhood and take any pro-active measures we can to prevent these crimes
from re-occurring. In addition, we have plans to organize a business watch meeting with
the owners/operators of the various businesses in the centers as well as having a larger
community meeting to address issues and expand neighborhood watch groups in the area.
We also plan to continue to work with the Concord Police Department in an effort prevent
crimes from occurring and arrest those responsible when they do…..”
The Woodlands Board will be working with the City to set up a Woodlands community meeting in March. If
you would like to provide input on this meeting, please e-mail us at woodlandsassn@yahoo.com. Please read
your March Woodlands newsletter, or our website www.woodlandsassn.org for details on the date and time of
the community meeting.

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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WOODLANDS CRIME REPORT
Thank you to Kathy Master
for compiling this report from the WCPD website

The information in this Crime Report is taken from the Police Daily Bulletin as posted for public viewing on the
Walnut Creek Police Department’s website. The entire Walnut Creek police daily bulletin can be viewed at:
www.walnut-creek.org/citygov/depts/police/bulletin.asp. Some issues of the Woodlands Newsletter may include only a
portion of the monthly police activity in our neighborhood, as available print-space varies from issue to issue.
The most current information available is listed first.
11-1215 01/11/11 17:09:37 Bank Robbery 2200 block Oak Grove Road. Alarm-Robbery occurred at about 1700
hours. Suspect gave teller a note demanding cash. Ofc. Spoto
11-1211 01/11/11 16:13:46 Service to Citizen Sitka Drive/ Sugarberry Lane. RP states his wife tripped on uneven
sidewalk, reporting repair of sidewalk needed. Wife does not need medical help. Dispo: Passed information on to
Corp. Yard. No officer assigned
11-694 01/07/11 14:19:42 Service to Citizen 3000 block Citrus Circle. RP in the lobby of PD to report being
extorted and threatened by her divorce lawyer. Dispo: No crime substantiated. Advice given. Ofc. Kolmeister
11-590 01/06/11 14:09:12 Service to Citizen 3100 block Sugarberry Court. RP requests phone call from officer
to request assault by his juvenile son. RP not sure about filing official report at this point. Dispo: Advice given
regarding on-going violent behavior by son. No report desired at this time. Ofc. Donleavy

Installations – Repairs
Toilets  Faucets  Water heaters
Garbage disposals  Clogged drains

elfast
lumbing
Credit Cards accepted: Visa, MasterCard, Discover

(925) 457-5423
www.belfastplumbing.com
License. 906211
www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Advertising
BABYSITTER – EVENING/WEEKENDS WANTED
Babysitter for 3 year old boy. Must have own
transportation, be able to stay until 11pm and willing to
work occasional weekends beginning at 7:30am
$10-$12/hr depending on experience
Please contact: kmmanning@yahoo.com or (253) 3803325
WOODLANDS TEEN CAN HELP
Experienced Woodlands Junior @ NGHS looking for
work - mowing, blowing, and edging your lawn with my
equipment. Call Austin at 925-939-8316.
PIANO FOR SALE
Yamaha Clavinova piano Model CLP 280, dark rosewood,
bench included. Excellent condition, less than 5 years old,
practically unused, $2,000. For appointment to see phone
209-245-3135.

Advertiser Contents

NORTHGATE BRONCO WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Principal: John Mc Morris

Walnut Creek, California
(925) 925-938-0900

AD: Steve Chappell

2010- 2011 VARSITY WOMEN’S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
DAY
Saturday
Saturday

DATE
Nov 20
Nov 27

OPPONENT / EVENT
Deer Valley (Scrimmage)
Moreau Catholic (Scrimmage)

DAY

DATE

OPPONENT / EVENT

Thurs-Sat
Friday
Saturday
Wed-Fri
Wed
Mon –Thur
Saturday

SITE
Deer Valley
Moreau Catholic

TIME
12:00 PM
12:00 PM

NON CONFERENCE

Dec 2-4
Dec 10
Dec 11
Dec 15-17
Dec 22
Dec 27-30
Jan 22

Lady Dragon Classic
Campolindo
Miramonte
14th Annual Walnut Creek Classic
Casa Grande (Miramonte Shoot out)
Seaside Sweet 16
Alameda (Campolindo Shootout)

SITE

Sonoma Valley
Miramonte
Miramomte
Northgate
St Mary’s College
Seaside
Campolindo

TIME

Bracket Play
8:00 PM
6:30PM
Bracket Play
3:30PM
Bracket Play
12:00 PM

DIABLO VALLEY ATHLETIC LEAGUE ( 2010-11 TBA)
DAY

Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday

DATE

Jan 4
Jan 7
Jan 11
Jan 14
Jan 18
Jan 21
Jan 25
Jan 28
Feb 1
Feb 4
Feb 8
Feb 11
Feb 15
Feb 18

OPPONENT / EVENT

Concord
Berean Christian
Ygnacio Valley
College Park
Clayton Valley
Bye
Mt Diablo
Concord
Berean Christian
Ygnacio Valley
College Park
Clayton Valley
Bye
Mt Diablo

SITE

TIME

Northgate
Berean Christian
Ygnacio Valley
Northgate
Clayton Valley

7:00pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Northgate
Concord
Northgate
Northgate
College Park
Northgate

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Mt Diablo

7:00 pm

BRONCO COACHING STAFF
Head Coach: Mark Bucklew
Assistant Coach: Kirk Shelby
Assistant Coach: Wendy Rounds
JV Coach: Bob John

email (broncos@astound.net)
Web site: northgatebasketball.org
Colors: Scarlet/Gold/Black
Mascot: Broncos
Revised 10/10/2010
2009 UNDEFEATED DVAL CHAMPIONS 12-0
2010 UNDEFEATED DVAL CHAMPIONS 12-0

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Advertise With Us!

To Advertise in the Woodlands Newsletter,
Contact Marc Graves at Woodlandsassn@yahoo.com or 925-336-6272
Advertising Rates & Sizes

Marc

Please note: the actual sizes below allow for binding/bleed space. Size = height x width in inches

Full Page – 10 x 7.5 - $90/month
1/2 Page – 5 x 7.5 - $50/month
1/4 Page – 5 x 3.5 - $30/month
1/4 Page on back cover - $50/month
1/8 Page – 2.5 x 3.5 - $20/month
Want Ads - line ad with 30 words or less:
$5 Woodlands Residents, $13 Non-Residents

Next Advertising Deadline
Please submit all ads and
payments for the next issue by

February 15, 2011

Submission Guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•

Please submit your ad in the actual size/dimensions listed above.
Ad should be formatted with any artwork you want included at the time of submittal.
If your ad needs layout/design or artwork, there is an additional $10 design fee.
We love DIGITAL FILES! If you can provide a digital file of your ad, please email it to Woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.
We accept PDF, Microsoft Publisher, and MS Word documents.
If you only have a paper copy of your ad, please mail it and the payment to:
Woodlands Association, PO Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598
Payment is due when you submit your ad. Please make checks payable to “Woodlands Association” and mail to:
PO Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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PECIALISTS

Alfonso
Botello
Items We Remove

• Appliances
Household Junk
Electronics
• Yard Waste
Performing the best in• the
fence Industry
• Construction Debris • Call if your item is
not listed...
• Old Furniture
•

- Fences
- Decks
- Patio Covers
- Retaining Walls
- Gates

Patrick Wilkinson, Owner
Woodlands References
Woodlands Resident
25 Years Experience
Contractor Lic. 856711

Eric Giacobazzi, Owner
Woodlands Resident

707-864-8629 * 707-980-2101 Cell
ASK ABOUT OUR
FREE
ESTIMATES
WOODLANDS
DISCOUNT

AB FENCING
Alfonso Botello

MONDAY

TUESDAY

THURSDAY

8:30 – 10:00 am
Kundalini Yoga
925-286-6347

6:45 – 8:00 am
925-212-7633

6:30 – 7:45 am
925-212-7633
10:15 – 11:45 am
925-778-2923

Performing the best in the fence Industry
10:15 – 11:45 am
7:15 – 8:30 pm
925-778-2923

- Fences
- Decks
- Patio Covers
- Retaining Walls
- Gates

Rancho San Miguel Clubhouse
2727 San Carlos Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94598

Woodlands References
25 Years Experience
Contractor Lic. 856711
707-864-8629 * 707-980-2101 Cell

FREE ESTIMATES

www.WoodlandsAssn.org

AAA Home Insurance:
Bring home the security of AAA
Your home is one of your most valuable
assets. Protect it with the reliability of
AAA. We offer you:
▪ Wide range of policies to meet your needs
▪ Fast, fair and efficient claims service 24 / 7
▪ Significant savings when you insure your
auto, home and life with us
Plus, enjoy the many benefits of AAA
Membership, including America’s best
Emergency Road Service and hundreds of
discounts when you shop, dine or travel.

Contact Mike Jordan,
your Woodlands neighbor,
for your free, no-obligation
quote today.
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AAA Home Insurance:
Bring home the security of AAA
Your home is one of your most valuable
assets. Protect it with the reliability of
AAA. We offer you:
▪ Wide range of policies to meet your needs
▪ Fast, fair and efficient claims service 24 / 7
Mike Jordan
▪ Significant savings when you insure your
AAA Concord
auto, home and life with us

2055 Meridian Park Blvd.

Plus, enjoy the many benefits of AAA
Concord, CA 94520
Membership, including America’s best
(925) 808-6226
Emergency Road Service and hundreds of
michael.jordan@goAAA.com
discounts when you shop, dine or travel.

Agent License #0175868

California State Automobile Association (CSAA), a AAA
Contact
Jordan,
Member Club,Mike
provides auto,
home and personal umbrella
insurance through the Cal State Auto Group. Life insurance
your
Woodlands
neighbor,
underwritten
and annuities offered
by AAA Life Insurance
Company, Livonia, MI. CA License #0175868
for your free, no-obligation
quote today.

August 2010
February
2011
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Pronto is a full service janitorial services company owned and operated by a Woodlands resident.
Pronto offers residential and commercial cleaning services at competitive prices. We are fully insured,
bonded and certified by the Green Clean Institute.
We are so confident that you will love our service that we offer the first cleaning FREE* of charge
to Woodlands residents who are looking to establish ongoing cleaning program.
For more information please visit our website at:
www.ProntoCleaningSolutions.com
For a free estimate, please call Pronto at: 925-915-0960
or contact us by email at: Kelly@ProntoCleaningSolutions.com
* some restrictions apply

LHI Construction

Luigi Barberio

(925) 682-9941

LHIConstruction@astound.net

www.WoodlandsAssn.org

General Contractor,

License #570107

February 2011
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POWER LEARNING & STUDY SKILLS
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Academic
Educational Therapist &
Coaching
Academic Coach
For High
Dee Coil,School
M.Ed.

www.deecoilacademiccoach.com

925-934-2015

Calling All Cooks & Chefs!
Share your Favorite Recipes (or Grandmas) with the Woodlands
Community by contributing to a Cookbook by and for the
Woodlands – proceeds of sales will aid the Cabana Club
***Please send us you recipe in Word (or copy it drop it off at the Club in an envelope
with Attn: Polly Bradbury) include your name, and contact info.

For more details: pollybradbury@astound.net or 935.1438

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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Presents

	
  

“Aging Loved Ones”
A	
   FREE Forum for Seniors and Loved Ones
	
  

	
  
	
  

Save the date!
Febr uar y 7 2011, Mo n day, 10am -12pm
th

C oncor d, Senior C ent er
2727 Pa r kside C ir cle, C oncor d C A

	
  

	
  

	
  

•
•
•
•

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Non-Profit Senior Event
Valuable Information
Knowledgeable Speakers
FREE Brunch, Raffle Giveaways

Speakers and Topics:

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Dayna Wilson- “Real Estate Challenges facing Seniors”
Laura Malinowski- “Seniors Organizing their Finances”
Ralph Hoffman- “Seniors Using Public Transportation”

RSVP required: please call 925- 262- 4200

T imely T opics, Grea t Spea kers, Good Food, Limited Sea ts! ! !

*************************************************************************************

Over	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  50	
  and	
  considering	
  selling	
  the	
  family	
  home?	
  	
  You	
  need	
  a	
  REALTOR®	
  with	
  senior	
  
experience,	
  knowledge	
  and	
  marketing	
  savvy.	
  I	
  am	
  astute	
  to	
  the	
  financial	
  and	
  emotional	
  
challenges	
  senior	
  clients	
  face	
  when	
  they	
  sell	
  a	
  long-‐held	
  family	
  home.	
  
I	
  will	
  create	
  a	
  customized	
  approach	
  to	
  marketing	
  and	
  selling	
  your	
  property,	
  and	
  also	
  work	
  with	
  
you	
  to	
  explore	
  your	
  housing	
  options	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  your	
  next	
  home	
  best	
  serves	
  your	
  current	
  
and	
  future	
  needs.	
  I	
  have	
  all	
  the	
  resources	
  and	
  knowledge	
  to	
  simplify	
  the	
  transaction	
  and	
  
eliminate	
  the	
  anxiety	
  of	
  selling.	
  When	
  you're	
  thinking	
  of	
  buying,	
  selling,	
  renting	
  or	
  relocating,	
  
please	
  call	
  me	
  for	
  help	
  with	
  your	
  real	
  estate	
  transaction.	
  	
  

Dayna	
  Wilson–Keller	
  Williams	
  Realty	
  	
  DRE	
  #	
  01781285	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Dayna@Day-‐RealEstate.com	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  925-‐788-‐6582	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  www.Day-‐RealEstate.com	
  	
  

	
  

www.WoodlandsAssn.org
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2011 is off and running! It seems as though we just packed away
all of the lights and decorations, yet we are already to February,
the month of Love! We were blessed with some of that lovely
California sunshine in January, giving us all a chance to enjoy
the beautiful neighborhood we live in. The Real Estate Market
is heating up too, with great opportunities for the first time
buyer, families looking to upgrade, and the investor as well. If you
have been thinking about making move, or an investment in Real
Estate, 2011 looks to hold great opportunities. For a Free
Market Analysis or any of your Real Estate needs, call me.
Marc Graves, your neighborhood specialist.
3173 Wayside Plaza

SAL

Offered at

$359,950

3/2

229 Mountaire Cir

Walnut Creek

3/2.

5480 Louisiana Dr
Concord

Just Listed at

4/2..5

1774 Orleans Ct

S

$397,000

Concord

$219,950

DING

3 /2

E!

2/2.

PEN

Just Listed Coming February 2011

5572 Ohio Ct

Walnut Creek

DING
PEN

3171 San Gabriel , Concord

3334 Citrus Ave

Clayton

Walnut Creek

!
ALE

Offered at
$499,950

4/2..5

Just Listed at
$609,950

Short Sale
$250,000

4/2..5

Coming Soon

Presented By

OFFICE.925.478.8383
www.WoodlandsAssn.org

License # 01020265
February 2011
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Email: Lilianna@brana-maintenance.com
brana-maintenance.com
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Happy
New
Year
from the Staff at Minuteman Press!


Pleasant Hill

start the Year off with a Free Print Consultation

Our goal is to help you save money in 2011! At Minuteman Press, we believe the foundation to real customer service is
understanding your needs and goals and doing what we can to help you achieve them. We’ll help you evaluate items such
as stock selection, ink colors, production methods, run lengths, etc. All of which can dramatically affect the price you pay.
At Minuteman Press, we believe that service, quality and your satisfaction is what’s most important and our entire team
will work very hard to make sure you get the service you deserve!

Call Minuteman Press

925-256-6444 Today!
2835 Contra Costa Blvd., Suite E • Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 | www.MinutemanPressPH.com | 925-256-6444 | Perfectprinting@MinutemanPressPH.com
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