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Neighborhood Meeting to 
Discuss Proposed Shadelands 
Gateway Specific Plan
By Deb Karbo, Property Development Centers

In May 2011, Property Development Centers, a Safeway company, owner of the 25 acres located 
on the northwest corner of Ygnacio Valley Road and Oak Grove Road, submitted a Pre-Application 
request for the City Council to consider an amendment of the existing General Plan land use 
designation from Business Park to General Retail.  On August 2, 2011, the City Council endorsed 
the idea of processing a General Plan Amendment through the creation of the Shadelands Gateway 
Specific Plan. The Council authorized the creation of an Advisory Committee (AC) comprised of city 
officials, business leaders, and residents.  The purpose of the AC is to develop the Shadelands Gateway 
Specific Plan for the property and make a recommendation to the City Council.  

In addition to the monthly public AC meetings, Property Development Centers is hosting community 
meetings in the existing office building located on the site. We invite all members of the Walnut Creek 
community to attend.  The purpose of these meetings is to update the community on the progress 
of the AC and to listen to your comments regarding the future development of the site.  Property 
Development Centers will share feedback from the neighborhood meetings at the ensuing AC meeting. 

The first neighborhood meeting on February 8th had a great turnout!  Our next meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 10th from 6:45 pm to 8:30 pm.  We hope to see you there.

For your convenience we have also scheduled the following meetings so that you can plan ahead.  We 
will mail notices of the meetings two weeks prior to each.

Tuesday, May 8th
Tuesday, June 12th
Tuesday, July 10th

What:   2nd Community meeting to discuss the Shadelands Gateway Specific Plan
When:   Wednesday, April 10th, 2012
Time:   6:45 pm to 8:30 pm
Where: 2800 Ygnacio Valley Road
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Woodlands residents 

are encouraged to 
attend board meetings

Want to Write Something?  
 The Woodlands newsletter provides a community 
service by keeping neighborhood residents informed about 
issues and events of interest.  We encourage Woodlands 
residents to submit articles for the newsletter and we regularly receive articles that 
are published in the newsletter.
 If you would like to contribute an article, please contact us and we will be 
happy to work with you to help get it edited and published.  Our publication 
guidelines are relatively simple – topics should be of interest to Woodlands 
residents, the newsletter can not be used as a forum to air issues between 
individuals, and articles may need to be edited to fit within available space (typical 
length is 200 words or less).  To meet our publication schedule for a monthly 
newsletter, we have established a closing date of the 10th of each month.  To the 
extent that space is available, articles received and ready for print by the 10th of 
the month will be published in the next version of the newsletter.
 We appreciate your help in making the newsletter as informative, useful, 
and relevant to Woodlands residents.  To submit an article, please write to 
woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.

QUARTERLY BOOK SALE AT YGNACIO VALLEY LIBRARY
 Put down those Nooks, iPads and Kindles—and mark your calendars for April 
20th & 21st.  The Friends of the Ygnacio Valley Library quarterly book sale will 
take place at the library on 2661 Oak Grove Road, Friday, April 20, 6 - 8 p.m. 
and Saturday, April 21, 10 a.m. -  5 p.m.  The Friday night sale is for “Friends” 
members; you can purchase a minimum $10 annual membership at the door.  The 
Saturday sale is open to the general public.  Most books are bargain priced at 
either 50 cents or $1.  CDs, DVDs VHS tapes and audio books are also available.  
From 4PM to 5PM Saturday, fill a bag of books for just $3 during the final hour of 
the sale. 
 Sale proceeds fund the purchase of new materials as well as library programs 
for children, teens and adults at our Ygnacio Valley Library. Come support your 
local community and the neighborhood library that makes our corner of Walnut 
Creek a wonderful place to live.  Tell all of your friends and we look forward to 
seeing you at the sale.  For more information, please visit http://ccclib.org/friends/
yvl.html
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Advisory Committee Meetings Schedule – Safeway Property
By:Ed Wohlers

 As discussed in prior newsletters, the City of Walnut Creek is holding a series of public meetings to 
discuss possible changes to the 25 acre Shadelands property owned by Safeway that is located across from the 
Woodlands neighborhood at the corner of Oak Grove Rd. and Ygnacio Valley Rd.  The Advisory Committee 
will be meeting monthly to discuss this property and will gather input from the community to form a Specific 
Plan for this property.  If you are interested in learning more about this process, this project, or how to get 
involved, please visit our website – www.woodlandsassn.org to sign up for our e-mail list, or send us an e-mail 
– woodlandsassn@yahoo.com with your comments or contact information.  You can also see the City website 
on this project: http://www.walnut-creek.org/citygov/depts/cd/planning/shadelands_gateway_specific_plan.asp 
.  Over the next 7 months, the Advisory Committee will be meeting in the 3rd floor conference room at Walnut 
Creek City Hall from 6:30pm – 8:30pm to discuss this project on the following dates:

AC Mtg. #2 – Wednesday, January 25, 2012
AC Mtg. #3 – Wednesday, February 22, 2012
AC Mtg. #4 – Tuesday, March 27, 2012 7pm-9pm
AC Mtg. #5 – Wednesday, April 25, 2012
AC Mtg. #6 – Wednesday, May 23, 2012
AC Mtg. #7 – Wednesday, June 27, 2012
AC Mtg. #8 - Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Update: What’s Happening with the 
Safeway Development?
By: Ed Wohlers

 The Shadelands Gateway Specific Plan Advisory Committee (“AC”) met for the 3rd time on February 
22nd to discuss the 25 acres of land that Safeway would like to develop at the corner of Oak Grove Road and 
Ygnacio Valley Road.  Six members of the public raised questions about the potential traffic impacts, economic 
impacts on surrounding shopping centers, and the types of uses to be considered.  Two people expressed specific 
concerns about the viability of the existing Nob Hill store at Citrus Center if Safeway were to build a proposed 
55K sq. ft. store at this location.
 Project consultants discussed the relative size of the parcel and compared it to the smaller, 22 acre Clayton 
Valley Shopping Center, located at the corner of Ygnacio Valley Road and Clayton Road. The consultants 
separated the AC Committee into two groups and led them through a design charrette intended to capture 
members’ visions for the property on paper.  This exercise allowed the teams to map out the types of buildings 
they thought might work well on the site.  Neither group had any large or medium box retail with the exception 
of a proposed new Safeway.  Both groups included public spaces, retail and mixed uses.  
 Public participation in this process is encouraged. The best way to get involved is to attend one of the 
monthly AC meetings (see article in this month’s issue for specific dates/times).  The next AC meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 27th from 7-9 pm in the 3rd floor conference room a Walnut Creek City Hall. 
You can also send comments to woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.  



www.WoodlandsAssn.org	 April	2012

Page 4

Secondhand Smoke in Walnut Creek 
 
 Five communities here in Contra Costa County (unincorporated Contra Costa, Richmond, Martinez, Pleasant 
Hill and Pinole) have adopted laws to protect people from secondhand smoke in outdoor public areas, including 
within 20 feet of building doors and windows open to the public and in outdoor dining areas. All five communities 
offer some protections in multi-family housing.  Walnut Creek has none of these types of protections in place. 
 Science shows that even brief exposures to secondhand smoke in places like outdoor dining or in building 
doorways can be harmful.  Low levels of exposure to secondhand smoke have been shown to trigger sudden blood 
clots, strokes, heart attacks, asthma attacks and aggravate existing lung conditions. The U.S. Surgeon General 
concluded that there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke. The California Air Resource Board has 
declared secondhand smoke a toxic air contaminant.
 The Tobacco Prevention Coalition is working with Walnut Creek residents to advocate for the City Council to 
strengthen secondhand smoke protections. The Coalition provides training to develop advocacy skills, speaking 
points, sample letters and more. For more information about how to advocate for stronger protections in Walnut 
Creek, please contact the Tobacco Prevention Coalition at cctobaccopreventioncoalition@gmail.com or call (925) 
313-6216.
 The Woodlands Association welcomes residents’ input into this initiative, whether in whole or in part, and 
encourage you to share with us at woodlandsassn@yahoo or P.O. Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598.

Upcoming Woodlands Board Elections 
By Ed Wohlers

 Are you looking for an opportunity to become more involved in our community? The Woodlands Board of 
Directors is comprised of four elected and several appointed positions.  As required in the by-laws, the elected 
positions serve two-year terms. Board of Director positions that are up for election in 2012 are President and 
Secretary.
 The President leads the Association and has general supervision, direction and control of Association affairs, 
subject to the control of the Board of Directors.   Responsibilities include corresponding with existing and potential 
advertisers, communicating with neighbors, and representing the neighborhood at government meetings, with a time 
commitment of 5-10 hours/month. The Secretary maintains the corporate records, meeting minutes, records of the 
proceedings, and other projects as necessary, with a 1-2 hours/month commitment. Both positions require regular 
attendance at monthly Saturday morning board meetings. 
 All residents of the Woodlands over the age 18 are eligible for these positions.  Interested candidates are 
invited to submit brief statements of interest (up to 200 words) to the Woodlands Board for consideration. Eligible 
candidates’ statements of interest will appear in the June newsletter. A ballot will be included in the July newsletter.  
All submissions and any questions should be sent to the Woodlands Board at woodlandsassn@yahoo or P.O. Box 
31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 no later than May 3rd, 2012.

CERT Training Begins in April
By Ed Wohlers

 Are you interested in learning how you can safely help your family and your community in the event of a 
disaster? If so, consider becoming a Community Emergency Response Team member (CERT). CERT training classes 
will be offered on Wednesdays from 6:30-10pm, April 18 - May 23, at Tony La Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation 
on 2890 Mitchell Dr. @ Oak Grove Road. A final hands-on drill will take place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, June 
9 at Heather Farm.
 Training topics include but are not limited to: disaster preparedness, how to safely turn off utilities, fire 
extinguisher use, search and rescue techniques and first aid.  CERTs complete a basic 20-hour training before being 
sworn in as volunteer Disaster Service Workers for the City of Walnut Creek. In the event of a disaster, CERT 
volunteers first confirm their family’s safety before meeting at their pre-designated CERT Staging Area to help the 
community. 
 Cost is $25 and pre-registration is required.  For additional information visit the website at www.walnut-creek.
org/cert, contact cert@walnut-creek.org with your address and best contact number, or call 925-256-3556.
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To Advertise in the Woodlands Newsletter,
Contact Marc Graves at Woodlandsassn@yahoo.com or 925-336-6272

MARC

• Please submit your ad in the actual size/dimensions listed above.
•  Ad should be formatted with any artwork you want included at the time of submittal.
•  If your ad needs layout/design or artwork, there is an additional $10 design fee.
•  We love DIGITAL FILES! If you can provide a digital file of your ad, please email it to Woodlandsassn@yahoo.com.
 We accept PDF, Microsoft Publisher, and MS Word documents.
•  If you only have a paper copy of your ad, please mail it and the payment to:
 Woodlands Association, PO Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598
•  Payment is due when you submit your ad. Please make checks payable to “Woodlands Association” and mail to:
 PO Box 31085, Walnut Creek, CA 94598

Advertise With Us!

Advertising	Rates	&	Sizes
Please note: the actual sizes below allow for binding/bleed space.  Size = height x width in inches

Full Page – 10 x 7.5 - $90/month
1/2 Page – 5 x 7.5 - $50/month
1/4 Page – 5 x 3.5 - $30/month
1/4 Page on back cover - $50/month
1/8 Page – 2.5 x 3.5 - $20/month
Want Ads - line ad with 30 words or less:
$5 Woodlands Residents, $13 Non-Residents

Next Advertising Deadline
Please submit all ads and

payments for the next issue by
April 15, 2012

Submission	Guidelines
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Want to Sell Something?

USE US!
Contact us for details.

Diane Hoh 

Instructor Sparta Taekwondo  

1st dan black belt 

 CPR & AED Certified 

 

 

Did you know there is a new and exciting Boot Camp right in the neighborhood?                  
SPARTA TAEKWONDO BOOT CAMP!                                                                        

A unique blend of Taekwondo in a boot camp format! 

 Learn how to kick, strike, punch using easy to learn Taekwondo 
techniques! Don't worry this is a non-contact workout! 

 Be safe! Learn practical self defense 
 Work on flexibility, balance, agility and strength 
 Fun and effective use of agility ladders, cones, kicking paddles, 

hand weights,  jump ropes,  exercise balls and a variety of other 
fitness equipment to create a whole-body workout 

 Learn practical techniques and get in shape: the best of both worlds! 
The boot camp runs Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:30am-9:30am. 

Special offer for the Woodlands Community! Join our classes absolutely free for one week!  
How to enroll: contact Diane Hoh at tkdbootcamp@gmail.com with your contact 
information or any questions you may have. Don't forget to mention the Woodlands Special and 
you'll be enrolled for the free week!  Classes are for adults. 

 

 

 

 

Sparta Taekwondo Boot Camp     
Encina Shopping Center                  
2885 Ygnacio Valley Road, WC 

(925) 324-2438    www.spartatkd.com 

 

 

Like us on Facebook 
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(925) 457-5423   
www.belfastplumbing.com

License. 906211

�elfast
�lumbing

Installations – Repairs
Toilets  � Faucets  � Water heaters
Garbage disposals  � Clogged drains

Credit Cards accepted: Visa, MasterCard, Discover

Y O U R  J U N K  R E M O V A L  S P E C I A L I S T S

Dumploads 
OnUs 

Items We Remove
Household Junk 
Yard Waste 
Construction Debris 
Old Furniture

Appliances
Electronics
Call if your item is

  not listed... 

ASK ABOUT OUR  
WOODLANDS DISCOUNT 

Eric Giacobazzi, Owner 
Woodlands Resident 

Patrick Wilkinson, Owner 
Woodlands Resident 

AB FENCING 
Alfonso Botello 

 

Performing the best in the fence Industry 
- Fences 
 - Decks 

- Patio Covers 
- Retaining Walls 

- Gates 
Woodlands References
25 Years Experience              

Contractor Lic. 856711 
 

707-864-8629 * 707-980-2101 Cell      
FREE ESTIMATES 
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Call Today at  925-915-0960 or Visit www.Pronto-Maids.com for More information 

We Make Your Home 
Sparkle! 

• Appliances 
• Baseboards 
• Pictures 
• Lamps 
• Light Fixtures 
• Window Sills 
 

• Clean TV 
• Cupboard Fronts 
• Sinks/Tubs 
•  Toilets 
• Shower 
 

• Vacuum     
• Mop/Sweep 
•  Dust 
• Trash Removal 
• Mirrors 
• Wash Floors 
• Countertops 

• Weekly 
• Bi-weekly 
• Monthly 
• Any Time You Need us! 

We work with you to develop a schedule  
to suit your individual needs: 

Free In-Home or Office Estimate  

 

Clayton ~ 4 bdrm, 2 bath, 2,000 sq. ft. in lovely Dana 
Hills. Corner lot with sparkling solar pool, updated 
kitchen with granite counter. Dual pane windows. 
Sunroom added in ‘04 with permits, incls wine bar, 
lets in plenty of natural light. Walk to historic DT 
Clayton. Offered at $465,000

PENDING

Pleasant Hill ~ 2 bdrm, 2 bath Fairway Place 
Townhouse with a bonus den. Soaring 14 ft. ceilings 
in living room and master bdrm.  Floor to ceiling 
fireplace, front patio and back deck for entertaining 
and relaxing. New carpet, paint, light fixtures. 
Staged! Community pool.  Offered at $275,000

SOLD

Walnut Creek ~ Lovingly maintained 4 bdrm, 2.5 bath, 
2,056 sq. ft. Woodlands home. New carpet, vinyl, closet 
doors, dual-pane windows and paint-inside and out. 
50 year tile roof. Cathedral ceiling and stone fireplace. 
Kitchen with break. bar open to family room. 1st level 
incls guest room/office with adjacent 1/2 bath. Lush 
backyard, mature trees - no rear neighbors. Walk to 
shops, schools & trails. Northgate H.S.  
 Offered at $649,950

Wishing all my clients the Happiest of  Holidays!
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AAA Home Insurance:  
Bring home the security of AAA

Your home is one of your most valuable 
assets. Protect it with the reliability of 
AAA. We offer you:

▪  Wide range of policies to meet your needs

▪  Fast, fair and efficient claims service 24 / 7

▪  Significant savings when you insure your 
auto, home and life with us 

Plus, enjoy the many benefits of AAA 
Membership, including America’s best 
Emergency Road Service and hundreds of 
discounts when you shop, dine or travel.  

Contact Mike Jordan,  
your Woodlands neighbor,  
for your free, no-obligation  
quote today.

California State Automobile Association (CSAA), a AAA 
Member Club, provides auto, home and personal umbrella 
insurance through the Cal State Auto Group. Life insurance 
underwritten and annuities offered by AAA Life Insurance 
Company, Livonia, MI. CA License #0175868

Mike Jordan  
AAA Concord   
2055 Meridian Park Blvd.
Concord, CA 94520
(925) 808-6226
michael.jordan@goAAA.com
Agent License #0175868

AB FENCING 
Alfonso Botello 

 

Performing the best in the fence Industry 
- Fences 
 - Decks 

- Patio Covers 
- Retaining Walls 

- Gates 
Woodlands References
25 Years Experience              

Contractor Lic. 856711 
 

707-864-8629 * 707-980-2101 Cell      
FREE ESTIMATES 

TUESDAY

6:45 – 8:00 am
925-212-7633 

10:15 – 11:45 am
7:15 – 8:30 pm 
925-778-2923

MONDAY

8:30 – 10:00 am 
Kundalini Yoga
925-286-6347 

THURSDAY

6:30 – 7:45 am
925-212-7633

10:15 – 11:45 am 
925-778-2923

Rancho San Miguel Clubhouse

2727 San Carlos Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94598
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Home
Loans

Purchase or Refinance
Single Family

Condo Townhouses
2-4 Unit Cashout

25 Years Experience Woodlands

Stephen L. Carlin
Branch Manager

NMLS # 241643 • DRE # 00865988

3000 Citrus Circle, Suite 118 
Walnut Creek, CA 94598

Toll Free: (800) 788-6522
Phone: (925) 930-7870

Email: steve@stevecarlin.com
Website: www.stevecarlin.comNMLS # 135622
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MORE DETAILS AND REGISTRATION AT:  
www.tenacity10.com            

Contact Theresa Sherry with questions:
 theresasherry@tenacity10.com

GIRLS’ LACROSSE CLUB IN THE
BAY AREA

BearLAX Select
June-January (Advanced--Try-outs needed)
BearLAX Summer League

June 25-August 13 (Beginners thru Advanced)
TENacity10 Training Camps

9 locations throughout the Bay Area 
((Beginner  thru  Advanced)
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thru April 30, 2012 

Chemicals ● Pool Covers ● Pumps ●Filters ●Heaters 
FREE BBQ Lunch April 7th and April 28th  11:00am-1:00pm 

VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE AT     1822 MT DIABLO BLVD.  WALNUT CREEK 
OR CALL US @ 933-3310 OR  939-SWIM 

Nationally Recognized 
as Top 100 
Pool and Spa Company 

 

 

Uplift Your Body, Mind and Spirit 

Did you know there is a full service studio that offers group exercise and 
dance classes, personal training and Yoga right up the hill? 

Levity Fitness offers personal training and fitness classes six days a week. 
The classes range from Pilates, TRX training, Levity Fit Cross‐training to 
West Coast Swing. There is a class to meet your needs whether you are a 
morning person or you prefer to exercise after work. 

Levity now offers Yoga classes on Tues/Thurs at 8 a.m. and Saturdays at 9 
a.m. Try our Exotic Dance Workshop starting April 28th! Check our website. 

 

	

Come and join instructor 
Mary Machado, RYT‐200, a 
14 year Woodlands 
resident, for Yoga at Levity! 
New classes will run from 
April 16‐May 26. 

You can choose once a week 
for $68, 2X week for $135 or 
3 X week for $203. 

Why not try our FREE demo 
class on April 5 at 8 am? 

42nd

Anni
versary	Sale
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License # 01020265 

Presented  By 

As the top selling agent in the Woodlands I have qualified buyers looking 
to join our neighborhood. If  your are thinking of selling, my record 
shows I will get your home sold for the most money in the shortest  time. 
Whether your home is turn key or needs TLC I have the experience and 
resources to get the job done. Call me today. 

Office - 478-8383 

3428 Bayberry Dr 

$719,950 4 / 3.5 $739,950 4/2 

Walnut Creek Woodlands 
3654 Citrus Ave  

Walnut Creek Woodlands 

Offered  at 

Pending in 6 Days 

Offered  at 

3653 Perada Dr 

Coming Soon 3/2 

Walnut Creek  Woodlands 
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Email: laure@brana-maintenance.com
brana-maintenance.com

Tel: 925-283-1107 
Fax: 925-689-8405
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Email: laure@brana-maintenance.com
brana-maintenance.com

925-283-1107 
Fax: 925-689-8405

MinutemanPressPH.com

Check OUt  

Our New  

Website!


